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Defining Al Literacy for Higher Education

We begin with a general definition of Al literacy in an effort to establish a standing
benchmark:

Al Literacy in Teaching and Learning (ALTL) involves understanding the
fundamentals of how Al works; critically evaluating the application of Al tools in
teaching, scholarship, and the management of educational priorities; and
maintaining vigilance in evaluating tools and techniques to protect against bias,
misuse, and misapplication of these powerful models. ALTL also demands a
commitment to ethical usage, ensuring that Al tools are applied transparently
and responsibly, with an awareness of their societal impacts.

As we break down this definition, we can see each area of concern represented:

e Technical: Technical understanding of how Al works.

e Evaluative: Critically evaluating Al tool applications and outputs, with an
emphasis on developing robust Al impact assessment tools
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e Practical: Effectively applying, integrating, and managing Al tools across
teaching, scholarship, and educational administration.

e Ethical: Formulating and enforcing institutional strategies to safeguard against
biases and the misuse or misapplication of Al technologies.

Each area can be broken down further as one prioritizes individual goals within one's
own institution. Additionally, individual divisions or departmental units within an
institution may prioritize certain areas in the framework over other areas. Figure 1
breaks down the Al literacy framework into each corresponding areas:

Figure 1. Al Literacy in Teaching and Learning Framework
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As educators and academic professionals, we must now consider how to foster both
technical and practical Al literacy among students, faculty, and administration. This shift
necessitates a reevaluation of curricula across disciplines—not just in computer science
and related fields—to ensure that graduates are equipped with the Al literacy skills
required in an increasingly Al-integrated world.

EDUCAUSE


https://www.educause.edu/
https://www.educause.edu/

Connect with EDUCAUSE

Subscribe to our emails and hear about the latest trends and new resources.

Log in or create a profile

The views, information, or opinions expressed by speakers and authors are solely their own and do not
necessarily reflect those of EDUCAUSE.

Topics

Analytics

Artificial Intelligence

ClOs and Senior Technology Leaders
Cybersecurity

Digital Transformation

Federal Policy

Presidents and Senior Executives
Student Success

Teaching and Learning

Explore All Library Topics

Insights

Research
Core Data Service

EDUCAUSE Review

Conferences & Learning

Annual Conference

Cybersecurity and Privacy Professionals Conference
EDUCAUSE Institute

Professional Pathways

Face-to-Face

Online


https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives
https://library.educause.edu/topics/administrative-and-business-services/analytics
https://library.educause.edu/topics/infrastructure-and-research-technologies/artificial-intelligence-ai
https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives/cio-and-senior-technology-leaders-program
https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives/policy-and-security/cybersecurity-program
https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives/digital-transformation
https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives/policy-and-security/educause-policy
https://library.educause.edu/topics/leadership-and-management/presidents-and-senior-executives
https://library.educause.edu/topics/student-success
https://www.educause.edu/focus-areas-and-initiatives/teaching-and-learning-program
https://library.educause.edu/topics
https://www.educause.edu/research-and-publications
https://www.educause.edu/ecar
https://www.educause.edu/research-and-publications/research/analytics-services
https://er.educause.edu/
https://events.educause.edu/
https://events.educause.edu/annual-conference
https://events.educause.edu/cybersecurity-and-privacy-professionals-conference/2026
https://events.educause.edu/educause-institute
https://pathways.educause.edu/
https://events.educause.edu/event-finder#?page=1&sortBy=eventstartdate_field&sortOrder=asc&dateFilterLabel=upcoming&eventenddate=today&eventOrSession_field=Event&howyouattend_search=Face%20To%20Face
https://events.educause.edu/event-finder#?page=1&sortBy=eventstartdate_field&sortOrder=asc&dateFilterLabel=upcoming&eventenddate=today&eventOrSession_field=Event&howyouattend_search=Online
https://events.educause.edu/event-finder
https://ams.educause.edu/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=commpref

Explore All Upcoming Events

Community
Community Groups
Member Directory
Mentoring

Member QuickTalks
Volunteering
EDUCAUSE Awards

Find or Post a Job

Who We Are

Discover Membership
Mission and Organization
Leadership and Staff
Member Orientation
Corporate Participation
Work at EDUCAUSE

Contact Us

Copyright © 2026 EDUCAUSE

Privacy Notice
Terms of Use
.EDU Home

Web Accessibility Assistance


https://events.educause.edu/event-finder
https://www.educause.edu/connect-and-contribute
https://www.educause.edu/community
https://members.educause.edu/
https://www.educause.edu/careers/special-topic-programs/mentoring
https://events.educause.edu/event-finder#?page=1&presentation_search=Member%20QuickTalks&dateFilterLabel=upcoming&eventenddate=today&sortBy=eventstartdate_field&sortOrder=asc
https://www.educause.edu/careers/volunteer-opportunities
https://www.educause.edu/careers/awards-program
https://www.educause.edu/careers/educause-career-center
https://www.educause.edu/about
https://www.educause.edu/about/discover-membership
https://www.educause.edu/about/mission-and-organization
https://www.educause.edu/about/leadership
https://www.educause.edu/about/discover-membership/membership-orientation
https://www.educause.edu/about/corporate-participation
https://www.educause.edu/about/working-at-educause
https://www.educause.edu/about/contact-us
https://www.educause.edu/copyright
https://www.educause.edu/privacy-notice
https://www.educause.edu/terms-of-use
https://net.educause.edu/
https://www.educause.edu/web-accessibility-assistance
https://www.facebook.com/EDUCAUSE
https://www.facebook.com/EDUCAUSE
https://www.instagram.com/educause
https://www.instagram.com/educause
https://www.linkedin.com/company/educause
https://www.linkedin.com/company/educause
https://www.youtube.com/user/educause
https://www.youtube.com/user/educause

