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Dear CSC Alumni and Friends,
“Soar Eagles!” The year brought exciting new leadership to Chadron State 

College. The inauguration and investiture of Dr. Ron K. Patterson, in April, 
brought energy and excitement to the campus and community. The synergy 
around the inauguration events was a fabulous way to welcome springtime 
and highlight the wonderful amenities featured at Chadron State College, the 
community and people of Chadron, and the surrounding area.

In addition to the welcoming look as you enter campus, the ability to 
showcase the outstanding facilities, events, programs, products, and services 
featured at CSC is supreme.

As our communities, state, nation, and world continue changing, Chadron 
State College continues to prepare our graduates to be able to compete in a 
global economy. The Chadron State Foundation plays a vital role in supporting 
the mission of the college. Integrity, tradition, and excellence are hallmarks of 
our legacy and our ability to significantly impact the future.

As we wind down this year and gear up for what’s ahead, a heartfelt thanks to 
each of you who help make an impact on the work of the Foundation and the 
college.

Your time, talents, and treasures are greatly appreciated and noticed by 
those who benefit. More than $800,000 is awarded in scholarships through the 
Foundation and you are a major player in the ability to help meet the financial 
needs of more than 90 percent of our student population. Thank you!

A special thank you to the Foundation Board of Directors and staff, trustees, 
the faculty and staff at CSC, Chadron and surrounding communities, our amazing 
graduates, and current students.

As Ben Watson pursues new adventures, we especially thank him for his 
eight-plus years of dedicated service and leadership, to the college as CEO of 
the Chadron State Foundation. On behalf of all of us Ben, we wish you and your 
family continued health, happiness, and are confident you will always return to 
the nest. The contributions of your immediate and extended family are woven 
into the fabric of CSC and the Foundation success. Be well and soar.

Best wishes to all for continued good health, happiness, grace, and gratitude. 
You are valued and appreciated. Soar Eagles!

Forever fit,

Jo Anne Owens-Nauslar, Ed.D. 
Chair, Chadron State Foundation

Greetings from the Chadron State Foundation

THE CHADRON STATE
FOUNDATION



Dear Alumni and Friends of CSC,
I want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible progress we have made 

and share exciting updates for the future of Chadron State College.
Over the past year, we’ve strengthened our partnerships with regional 

educators and launched new initiatives. The Presidential Listening Tour provided 
valuable insights, leading to new collaborations such as the para-to-teacher 
pathway with North Platte Public Schools, as well as discussions with additional 
school districts. We also introduced new academic programs, including a 
bachelor’s in sport fitness and recreation management, a master’s in arts in 
teaching, and an education specialist degree in mental health and addictions. 
These efforts ensure that we continue to provide valuable opportunities for our 
students, and we listen to the educational needs of our region.

Speaking of listening, we’ve been doing a lot of that on campus as we 
continue to create our strategic plan. The Strategic Plan Steering Committee, 
which kicked off on April 30, is utilizing a Collaborative Strategic Planning 
Model—a five-step, inclusive approach that involves gathering data, identifying 
trends, and setting clear goals. The committee has already held several meetings, 
including two sessions in May and July, to begin shaping the plan’s direction.

The goal of this process is to establish three to five key themes for the 
institution, along with 15 to 20 actionable and measurable goals. These analysis 
sessions, along with focus groups, campus-wide surveys, and data review, will 
help inform the final strategic plan. The college remains on schedule with this 
process, and we will have some efforts later this year and into next year to gather 
input from stakeholders such as yourself.

Additionally, one final note: I’m pleased to inform you CSC’s ROTC program has 
been reactivated for fall 2025. This program will offer students new pathways 
for leadership and service, and we’re thrilled the program is returning to our 
campus.

Thank you for your ongoing support as we embark on another year of growth 
and opportunity.

Soar Eagles!

Ron K. Patterson

Greetings from the President



Dr. Ron K. Patterson was formally inaugurated as 
Chadron State College’s twelfth president on April 5, 
2024, in a ceremony marked by excitement, energy, and 
a sense of renewal. Speakers, including Dr. Paul Turman, 
Chancellor of the Nebraska State College System, 
praised Patterson’s dedication to academic excellence, 
diversity, and community engagement. Keynote 
speaker Dr. James Pruett highlighted Patterson’s 

early career, work ethic, and leadership qualities. 
Patterson thanked his mentors, family, and the CSC 
community, emphasizing core values like integrity and 
hard work. He introduced the President’s Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship initiative, aimed at regional 
development and curriculum enhancement. The event 
featured music, poetry, and speeches from faculty, staff, 
and students.

Patterson’s Inauguration
involves students, faculty, alumni

Chadron State College President Ron K. Patterson, center, speaks during the investiture ceremony in Memorial Hall April 5, 2024. Others 

in the picture, front row, from left to right: Nebraska State College System Board of Trustee Danny Reynaga, investiture keynote speaker 

Dr. James M. Pruett, former Nebraska State Senator John Stinner, Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Jim Powell, Patterson, Nebraska 

State College System Chancellor Paul Turman, 11th President of Chadron State College Randy Rhine,  Deputy Commissioner of School 

Improvement and Support for the Nebraska Department of Education Dr. Deborah Frison, and President of the Alumni Board Clayton Riesen. 

(Photo by Sidney Hines)



By Tena L. Cook
At the April 2024 investiture ceremony for Dr. Ron K. 

Patterson, CSC’s twelfth president, guests heard original 
music composed for the event by Dr. Michael Stephens, 
CSC music professor.

Stephens, who has been on the CSC faculty since 
2007 and has been composing music for 33 years, said 
he drew his inspiration for creating the “Presidential 
Fanfare and Processional” from Patterson’s presence on 
campus.

“I feel a renewed optimism for the direction of the 
college based on his leadership style. Musically, I did 
look to processional music common to our culture, and 
adopted some of the musical conventions. Specifically, 
the wedding march from Mendelssohn’s ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ influenced my harmonic choices in the 
opening material, then I crafted my melodic ideas on 
the structure. I have always liked the rush of emotion 
from that initial chord progression,” Stephens said.

Inauguration music composed by Stephens

CSC guitar instructor Jeremy Quick, left, professional bass player Alex Diaz of Rapid City, S.D., center, and Dr. Michael Stephens, right, perform 

during the Presidential Inauguration Reception in the Math Science Center of Innovative Learning April 5, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Dr. Britt Helmbrecht, interim dean 

of the School of Professional 

Studies and Applied Sciences and 

campus wellness officer, thanks 

students outside Memorial Hall 

on April 26, 2024. Helmbrecht 

expressed appreciation to 

students in Mary Donahue’s 

Intro to Graphic Design class for 

designing stickers for the CSC 

Bike Share program. (Photo by 

Tena L. Cook)



By George Ledbetter
Ride. Return. Repeat.
That’s the motto of the Chadron State 

College Bike Share, a project now in its 
second year of providing freely available 
bicycles for students to use while 
traversing campus or making trips into the 
community.

Started in 2023 with a $10,000 grant 
from Healthy Blue, a part of Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Insurance company, CSC’s Bike 
Share quickly proved popular enough 
to add six new bikes to the initial fleet 
of eight pre-owned bikes donated by 
campus and community members, said 
Dr. Britt Helmbrecht, interim Dean of 
Professional Studies and Campus Wellness 
Officer, who initiated the project.

Tyra O’Connor, a sophomore from 
Ekalaka, Montana, said she used the Bike 
Share bikes extensively in her first year to 
get across campus for class or work, and 
sometimes to go riding with friends.

“I like the opportunity to use a bike 
without having to worry about locking it 
up and finding a place to keep it,” she said.

Since moving off campus, O’Connor 
has been using her own bike more, but 
still finds the Bike Share helpful when 
she doesn’t have time to ride her bike to 
campus.

The bikes are primarily intended for 
riding around campus and returning to 
the rack they came from, but this semester 
bikes have been showing up at Walmart, 

Safeway, and other places in town, 
Helmbrecht said.

Although finding bikes off campus 
means work retrieving them, Helmbrecht 
said it shows they are serving a purpose.

“They are used for students to take them 
across campus and into the community, 
wherever their needs are,” she said.

All of the Bike Share bikes are marked 
with a special sticker created by students 
in a graphic design class. Each bike is 
also named, either with less common 
first names like Bernice or Clyde, or for an 
animal found in the Pine Ridge region.

“My favorite is Badger. It has such a cute 
design,” O’Connor said.

Bike maintenance has been handled 
so far by a few volunteers from CSC staff 
and faculty, but Helmbrecht said she 
would like to find additional mechanics. 
She also hopes to add more bikes, after 
first determining what types are most in 
demand. If funds are available, covered 
bike racks on campus are a possibility.

Helmbrecht said it’s exciting to watch 
students using the bikes on campus, 
and she was particularly happy with the 
project when a friend told her of seeing 
three students riding together on a 
downtown street.

“One was riding in the middle and the 
others were on the outside helping him 
learn to ride a bike,” she said. “To me, that is 
really special.”

Campus Bike Share
project expands



By Tena L. Cook
Eben Rosentrater, a Chadron State 

College communication arts major 
focused on journalism and media 
production, won this summer’s Lincoln 
County Fair music contest. The native of 
Paxton plans to graduate in May 2025. 
As the contest champion, he qualified for 
the next level of competition Oct. 13 in 
Minden, where he placed second.

“It was nice to have the bit of validation 
that somebody else enjoys my singing,” 
Rosentrater said.

He has served as Editor-in-Chief of 
The Eagle student newspaper and is the 
commentator for CSC Live this semester.

Balancing his studies and hobbies has 
been a challenge.

“I had little time for music through the 
first three years of college, especially when 
working on The Eagle. But now that I am 

almost done with school, I’ve been able 
to focus on music more. I would love to 
have a career in music. I recently built a 
small home studio where I recorded basic 
demos of songs and posted them online. 
I’d love to release some of my music once 
I am good enough to mix the music to the 
quality I’d like.

Rosentrater’s winning tune was 
“Tennessee Whiskey.” He said it is one 
of his favorite songs to sing and play on 
guitar. His ability to belt out lyrics and 
his high range are two of his best singing 
attributes.

“I’d say my biggest influence is Luke 
Combs; we share a similar range. My 
original songs more closely resemble the 
songs of Zach Bryan, Dylan Gossett, Sam 
Barber, and other more contemporary 
folk and neo-country artists,” Rosentrater 
said. “I’ve been singing for as long as I can 

remember. I’ve never taken formal singing 
lessons. I just learned through church and 
school music classes.”

Rosentrater said a young teenage singer 
from Thedford who placed third in the 
contest had a voice that sounded like 
someone much older.

“His was one of the most unique voices 
I’ve ever heard. He was very kind and 
deserved the attention his voice got,” 
Rosentrater said.

Rosentrater’s first paying gig was at the 
CSC Rodeo banquet in March 2024. He 
has sung the National Anthem for various 
events, including the recent CSC football 
game against the University of Nebraska 
Kearney.

Rosentrater prepares for regional singing contest



Rosentrater prepares for regional singing contest

Eben Rosentrater, a Chadron State College communication arts major focused on journalism and media production, winner of the Lincoln County Fair 

music contest in Aug. 2024. The native of Paxton, Neb., plans to graduate from CSC in May 2025. (Courtesy photo, used with permission)



By George Ledbetter
Although Cade Stephenson 

honed his musical skills as an 
Alliance High School participant 
in the annual High Plains 
Music Festival at Chadron State 
College, that didn’t play a role in 
his decision to pursue a music 
education degree.That’s because 
Stephenson had competed in 
several music contests judged 
by Professor Michael Stephens, 
and Stephenson already knew he 
wanted to study under Stephens.

“[Stephens] was present in 
my middle school days until I 
graduated. He was a fantastic 
mentor and leader,” said 
Stephenson, who received a 
bachelor’s degree in Music 
Education in 2024.

Now employed as band, 
orchestra, and general music 
teacher at Madison Middle School 
in North Platte, Stephenson has 
already found satisfaction in 
teaching.

“I really thrive on seeing the 
tangible progress being made. 
When my students feel that 
progress, that shows me I am 
doing something right that is 
helping them as well,” he said.

Stephenson’s preferred 
instruments are flute and tenor 
and alto saxophone, but as a 
music education student he 
also developed proficiency in 
the many instruments typically 
used in band and orchestra 
compositions.

Besides practicing with multiple 
instruments and playing with CSC 
music groups while at Chadron, 
Stephenson was a member of the 
67th Army Band of the Wyoming 
National Guard. He joined the 
unit, Wyoming’s only military 
band, as a freshman in 2020 
and enjoys wearing the uniform 
while playing flute and sax in 
the group’s many performances 
across the state.

In addition to classes, music, 
and National Guard activities 
while a student, Stephenson was 
involved with the Residence Life 
Association and was a resident 
advisor.

For someone interested in 
music education and ready to 
take a step in that direction, CSC 
is a good choice, Stephenson said.

“It’s a great environment in 
the smaller class sizes to be able 
to dig into your academics and 
practice time,” he said. “If you 
want to become the best you can, 
the professors here will help push 
you to become that.”

Stephens a mentor for Music 
Education graduate



The Chadron State College Jazz Band performs 

Feb. 27, 2020, in the Student Center. Front row, 

from left, Will Reiter, Kaye Cunningham, Aydin 

Garvin, Kallie Bush, Cade Stephenson, and Michael 

Stephens. Back row, from left, Mckay Tebbs and 

Brooklyn Jones. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Chadron State College President Ron K. Patterson, left, congratulates Emmanuella Tchona of the Republic of Benin during Ivy Day in Memorial Hall on 

May 3, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Chadron State College Emmanuella 

Tchona of Benin Republic poses near the 

Dawes County Courthouse during The 

Big Event on April 13, 2024. (Photo by 

Tena L. Cook)

CSC graduate 
pursuing doctorate in 
biomedical science
By George Ledbetter

Arriving at Chadron State College as 
a freshman in 2020 presented unique 
challenges for Emmanuella Tchona, who 
hails from the Benin Republic in western 
Africa. Compounding the difficulty 
of being far from home and a first 
experience with snowy winter weather, 
Tchona quickly met the problems faced 
by students everywhere during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Reflecting on that time following her 
graduation in May 2024 with a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry, Tchona said that CSC 
was a haven during a tumultuous time.

“The dorms and cafeteria were kept 
open. It was a means of certainty amid 
worldwide uncertainty,” she said.

Affordability and the quick response 
from CSC’s international student office 
were among the factors that led Tchona 
to select Chadron State, but she credits a 
higher power in her final decision.

“I asked God and he said, ‘here,’” she 
said.

Tchona’s English language fluency, 
developed in bilingual schools she 
attended in Senegal and Nigeria, helped 
her adapt quickly to Chadron and the 
academic rigor demanded for courses 
in chemistry, a field she chose in part 
because of the opportunities for research.

Under the tutelage of Dr. Mary 
Keithly and Dr. Ann Buchmann, Tchona’s 
interest in research work led to her 
participation in the Nebraska Institutional 
Development Award Program (IDeA) 
Networks of Biomedical Research 
Excellence (INBRE).

At the 2022 INBRE conference, 
Tchona presented her research project 
on developing a treatment effective 
against schistosomiasis, a disease that 
affects some 250 million people. In 
2023, her INBRE presentation focused 
on an advanced approach to diagnosing 
pancreatic cancer, and at the Nebraska 
Academy of Sciences conference she 

presented research on the effects 
of curcumin, a compound found in 
turmeric. At the 2024 conference of the 
National American Chemical Society 
Tchona showcased her research on how 
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA) resists antibiotics.

In addition to classes and research, 
Tchona’s four years at CSC included work 
at the college call center and serving as 
president of the International Club.

Now studying for a doctorate in 
biomedical science at Medical College of 
Wisconsin, Tchona said the strength and 
resourcefulness developed during her 
time at Chadron State College are already 
proving valuable.

“I developed leadership and teamwork 
skills and learned to be patient and just 
keep moving,” she said. “Those are skills I 
draw on every day in graduate school.”

She believes the willingness to try 
anything and go anywhere that brought 
her to Chadron opens endless career 
possibilities that can fulfill her goal of 
making an impact on the world and 
leading a purposeful life.

Chadron State College senior Emmanuella Tchona of the Republic of Benin poses with a slide 

from her presentation about her home country for Dine With Us in the Student Center on April 23, 

2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Sinn named Frontline 
Employee of the Year

Laure Sinn, Sandoz Center Program 
Coordinator, received the Frontline 
Employee Award of the Year from 
Northwest Nebraska Tourism. Sinn has 
been with CSC for 29 years in various 
roles, including Student Activities 
Coordinator and Rangeland Center 
Program Coordinator. She has worked at 
the Sandoz Center for about four years.

Shanklin honored by 
SHAPE

Caden Shanklin of Hot Springs, 
South Dakota, was CSC’s first student 
to earn the state Society of Health 
and Physical Educators (SHAPE) 
Outstanding Health Education Major 
of the Year overall award. Students 
in Dr. Dawn Brammer’s Special 
Methods/HPER (EDUC 431C) class 
earned a Dean’s Council grant to pay 
their SHAPE Nebraska membership 
fees. Other CSC winners include Joel 
Carpenter of Sturgis, South Dakota, 
Physical Education Major of the Year; 
Parker Gonser of Windsor, Colorado, 
Sport and Recreation Management 
Major of the Year; Braden Mechem 
of Torrington, Wyoming, Exercise 
Science Major of the Year; and Kenzey 
Kanno of Morrill, Nebraska, Athletic 
Training Major of the Year.

Esports takes a crown
Rocket League Black won the 

National Association of Collegiate 
Esports championship game against 
Ohio Northern University in early 
December. The team finished the 

season undefeated in the EAST 12B 
Conference Champion III division 
playing against Sam Houston State 
University, Florida International 
University, New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Drexel University, Grand 
Valley State University, and Northern 
Michigan University.

Planetarium staying busy
During its first year of operation, the 

Dr. Lois Veath Planetarium in the Math 
Science Center of Innovative Learning 
served 2,404 people, according 
to Kinsley Mason, an Instructor in 
Physical Sciences who managed the 
planetarium this year. The attendance 
figures were more than double the 
final year the planetarium operated 
in Math Science before its renovation 
and expansion.

CSC enters into an 
agreement with Idaho 
College of Osteopathic 
Medicine

Chadron State College has 
announced a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Idaho College 
of Osteopathic Medicine (ICOM). Dr. 
Ryan Morgan, Dean of CSC’s School of 
Business, Mathematics, and Science, 
has been working with ICOM’s Assistant 
Director of Admissions Ellie Mathews to 
establish additional alternative routes 
for CSC pre-medicine undergraduates. 
While the ICOM agreement does not 
guarantee CSC students a seat, Morgan 
said it allows qualified CSC students to 
apply for ICOM.

2023-24 Annual Report
Highlights



The student laptop checkout program provided 12 laptops for enrolled students 

through the IT Help Desk, improving access to technology during travel, illness, or 

personal device issues. (Photo by Daniel Binkard)

Licensed student counselors increased visibility through suicide prevention trainings 

and events like “Coffee with the Counselors.” (Photo by Tena L. Cook)

Substantially completed the Rangeland Expansion Project, creating a full-size indoor 

facility for Ag academic and Rodeo programs. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)

CSC students hired as 
Nebraska SMART tutors

The Nebraska State College 
System has launched a rural tutoring 
program with teacher education 
candidates from Chadron, Peru, and 
Wayne State Colleges, tutoring K-12 
students in Educational Service Units 
1, 4, and 13. Nebraska Success Made 
Accessible through Rural Tutoring 
is a free, online tutoring program 
funded by a Nebraska Department 
of Education grant awarded to the 
NSCS. Scheduled tutoring sessions 
can be 15, 30, 45, or 60 minutes. 
When a student joins the on-demand 
queue, the next tutor available in 
their subject and grade specialty will 
connect with them.

Range Management 
team takes second 
at international 
competition; Fisher 
places first

Chadron State College students 
Michael Andersen of Chadron; Trevor 
Eisenbraun of Norfolk, Nebraska; 
Mekenna Fisher of Hershey, Nebraska; 
and Kourtney Kronhofman of 
Chadron competed at the Society 
for Range Management’s annual 
international conference in Sparks, 
Nevada, Jan. 28-Feb. 2. The CSC team 
in the problem-solving competition, 
the Rangeland Cup, placed second. 
Fisher placed first in Extemporaneous 
Speaking. The team competed against 
nine other colleges and universities 
addressing the following topic: Select 
innovative technologies within 
the last decade that could assist 
rangeland managers manage North 
American rangelands in response to 
climate instability. Dr. Tony Perlinski, 
Professor for Rangeland Management, 
said the judges were looking for a 
holistic approach, utilizing multiple 
technologies to respond to changes 
in the range.



The Chadron State Athletic Department won the RMAC Brechler Award in Women’s 

Wrestling for achieving the highest team GPA in the RMAC. (Photo by Noelle Meagher/

CSC Sports Information)

Chadron State College 
introduces CSC Grows

Chadron State College is introducing 
CSC Grows, a new collaborative 
agricultural project between the 
President’s Cabinet, CSC Food Pantry, 
and CSC Wellness. CSC Grows is an 
indoor garden project where fresh 
produce will be grown on campus to 
be distributed to students at the CSC 
Food Pantry. The organizer, Kate Pope, 
said the plan is to place hydroponic 
garden towers with fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs in Old Admin, the Nelson 
Physical Activity Center, Math Science 
Center of Innovative Learning, the 
Rangeland Complex, and a gardening 
tent in the Burkhiser Complex.

Laptop checkout program offered to 
students

Chadron State College has initiated 
a student laptop checkout program to 
help meet students’ technology needs. 
Chief Information Officer Ann Burk 
said CSC President Ron K. Patterson 
initiated the project. Patterson said 
the administration recognized the 
importance of accessibility and 
affordability for CSC students. Burk said 
funding for the laptop initiative was 
provided by the computer replacement 
plan managed by the IT Department 
and the Chadron State Foundation 
through the Eagles Rise fund.

Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, Social Work 
receive accreditation

Chadron State College has received 
confirmation from the Council for 
Accreditation of Counseling and 
Related Educational Programs 
(CACREP) that the master’s degree 
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
meets the rigorous standards set 
by the counseling profession. This 
accreditation is a mark of excellence 
that affirms the CSC program 
teaches the necessary knowledge 

and skills, and that it is both stable 
and well-supported financially and 
professionally, according to the 
CACREP website.

President Ron K. Patterson 
announced the Council on Social 
Work Education (CSWE) Board of 
Accreditation recently reaffirmed 
the accreditation of the Chadron 
State College Social Work program 
for eight years. Patterson said the 
accomplishment is significant since 
only six colleges in Nebraska have 
accredited Social Work programs.

Newly discovered beetle 
species named for CSC 
professor

The unusual looking insects first 
collected by Chadron State College 
Biology Professor Dr. Mathew Brust in 
south-central Wyoming sand dunes 
have been confirmed as a new species 
of scarab beetle and named after him. 
Brust’s discovery of a new member of 
the bumblebee scarab beetle family, 
now known as Lichnanthe brusti, has 
led to the classification of a beetle 
specimen collected in Nebraska 
more than 100 years ago as another 
new species. An avid collector and 

naturalist, Brust first noticed the 
beetles on a trip to the Ferris Dunes 
near Rawlins, Wyoming, in June 2022, 
while searching for tiger beetles. 
Surprised by the bee-like wing covers 
and flight patterns of the beetles 
he saw flying early in the day, Brust 
collected four specimens and sent one 
to Dr. Matt Paulsen, a scarab beetle 
expert at the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln, who said the find might be a 
new species.

Men’s wrestling claims 
RMAC crown

In early February, the Chadron 
State College men’s wrestling 
team clinched the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference championship 
with a dual victory against Colorado 
State University-Pueblo. That 
win secured Chadron State’s first 
conference title in wrestling since 
1995. After leading CSC to the 
conference title, head coach Brett 
Hunter was named the RMAC Coach 
of the Year, as well as the National 
Wrestling Coaches Association 
Region VI Coach of the Year.



Chadron State College’s CSC Grows organizer, Kate Pope, left, and CSC Dean of Business, Math, and Science, Dr. Ryan Morgan, pose with 

plants in hydroponic growing towers in the Math and Science Center of Innovative Learning as part of the CSC Grows indoor garden 

project, a collaboration between the President’s Cabinet, CSC Food Pantry, and CSC Wellness, April 2, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)

Chadron State College Professor Dr. Mathew Brust, left, leads a session about insects during the Nebraska Game and Parks Bioblitz at 

Chadron State Park Sept., 9, 2023. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Key Takeaways
Strategic Partnerships: Strengthen and expand 

partnerships with high schools and community colleges 
to create educational pathways that facilitate student 
transitions and are responsive to regional needs.

Workforce Development: Better align CSC’s academic 
programs with regional workforce demands, addressing 
shortages in critical areas like education, healthcare,  
and agriculture.

Inclusivity and Engagement: Prioritize diversity, 
inclusion, and community engagement to ensure that CSC 
serves as a supportive and vibrant educational hub for all 
students, particularly underrepresented populations.

Other Takeaways: Expanding academic and 
programmatic offerings, enhancing campus life and student 
engagement, and strategic communication and feedback.

Addressing the Takeaways
	 •	 Reviewed and updated regional transfer articulation 

agreements with Western Nebraska Community College 
and Mid-Plains Community College

	 •	 Established new two-year community college 
articulation agreements with partners in Kansas and 
Wyoming, including Colby Community College, Central 
Wyoming College, Eastern Wyoming College, Laramie 
County Community College, Miles Community College, 
and Sheridan College

	 •	 Established teacher pathway programs with North 
Platte and Gering School Districts 

New Academic Programs Address Workforce Needs
	 •	 Bachelor’s degree in Sports, Fitness, and Recreation 

Management with a concentration in Athletic 
Administration

	 •	 Master of Arts in Teaching
	 •	 Master of Science in Athletic Training
	 •	 Education Specialist in Mental Health & Addictions
Partnerships
	 •	 Partnered with the City of Chadron to establish a 

Creative Arts District
	 •	 Established academic partnerships with University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln through a 3+1 Ag Education program
	 •	 Established academic partnership with Saigon Business 

School through 1+3 and 2+2 Business programs
Accreditation
	 •	 Launched action plan in preparation for 2027 onsite 

visit from the Higher Learning Commission
	 •	 Successfully renewed 8-year program accreditation for 

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
	 •	 Submitted renewal application to the National 

Association of Schools of Music, addressing 
accreditation standards related to Memorial Hall

Communication
	 •	 Launched on-campus Presidential Listening Tour
	 •	 Initiated bi-monthly All-Campus Meetings to provide 

updates
	 •	 Began sending quarterly Presidential Communique.
	 •	 Information from NSCS to the President is often shared 

with the campus

Presidential
Listening Tour

3
Colleges

Approximately

4,000
Miles Traveled

19
Communities

22
Schools

25
Dates



President Ron K. Patterson poses for a photo with Chadron State College alumni during a lunch gathering at Citta Deli in McCook, Neb., 

Oct. 26, 2023. Left to right, Becky Wolfe, Kevin Hodgson, Teresa Hodgson, Patterson, and Katie Digmann. (Photo by Alex Helmbrecht)

Enrollment: 

2,205

1,785
Undergraduate

Fall 2023 Enrollment

Academics
Chadron State College offers four types of undergraduate 

degrees: the Bachelor of Applied Science, Bachelor of Arts, 
Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in Education. 
In addition to these degrees, CSC offers pre-professional 
programs and teacher certification endorsements. CSC 
offers graduate degrees, as well. Those include: Master 
of Arts in Education, Master of Business Administration, 
Master of Education, Masters of Science in Organizational 
Management, and Master of Science in Athletic Training.

Jobs supported

2,748

O R

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

$152.5 million

Operations spending

$25.8  million
Student spending

$12.6  million

Alumni

$113.3 million
Construction spending

$0.8  million

Economic Impact of CSC

420
Graduate



The Chadron State Foundation is dedicated to 
supporting the growth and success of Chadron 
State College and its students. By fostering 
relationships with alumni, friends, and community 
partners, the Foundation helps secure resources 
that empower students to achieve their educational 
and professional aspirations.

Mission: Our mission is to support the life of 
Chadron State College

Vision: We envision a Chadron State Foundation 
with the resources to fully support the 
aspirations of Chadron State College and its 
students.

Purpose: We create opportunities to leverage 
relationships with private donors, businesses, 
and grant makers to benefit the Chadron State 
campus, community and students.

To learn more visit: www.csc.edu/foundation.

Chadron State
Foundation

Volunteers pose at the Chadron State Foundation Fall Fund Drive victory party at the Bean Broker Nov. 16, 2023. 

(Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Gifts and grants from private donors:

Give students in our service region and beyond critical access to higher 
education they may otherwise not afford. The aspirations of students cannot be 
supported if economic barriers keep them from attending Chadron State.

Fill key funding gaps, providing for the success of Chadron State students 
and attracting them to CSC and the Chadron community. More students 
attending CSC means more economic activity in the communities of Chadron 
State’s service region.

Reduce student loan debt and keep Chadron State competitive with its 
peer schools in the region and beyond. Ensuring CSC remains competitive 
safeguards the college’s incredible contribution to the local, regional, and state 
economies, and preserves its place as the only four-year college serving Western 
Nebraska.

Help place well-educated professionals with little student-loan debt in 
roles like elementary educators and healthcare workers within Chadron State’s 
service region and beyond.

We tirelessly fundraise to ensure access and success for all who aspire to attend 
CSC. If your philanthropic goals align with the aspirations of CSC students, 
the mission of Chadron State College, or with higher education itself, please 
consider a donation of any size to the Chadron State Foundation, today.

Visit www.csc.edu/foundation/give-now, or scan this code

If you would like to discuss how to make your gift in the way most meaningful 
to you or your organization, we welcome the opportunity to speak with you. 
Please contact our office.

Contact Information
The Chadron State Foundation 
1000 Main Street, Sparks Hall 
Chadron, NE 69337 
Phone: 308-432-6366 
Email: foundation@csc.edu

Volunteers pose at the Chadron State Foundation Fall Fund Drive victory party at the Bean Broker Nov. 16, 2023. 

(Photo by Tena L. Cook)



Foundation
Financial Stats

Foundation and Alumni Support as of June 30, 2024
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Scholarships:
In 2023-2024, the Chadron State Foundation paid $928,629 

in donations to CSC for scholarships.
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Where do our Regional Alumni Live?

Givesmart
799 donors gave a total 

of $85,041.19 through 
CSCrowdfunding.

Phonathon
During Phonathon, student 

callers completed 2,595 calls 
to alumni and supporters, 
and raised $151,063.

Annual Campaign
Chadron State Foundation’s annual campaign for 2023-2024 

raised $280,969, including $108,327 from the Foundation’s 
Annual Fall Fund Drive fundraiser.
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