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WELCOME TO CSC ONLINE COUNSELOR EDUCATION

The faculty and administration of the Department of Counselor Education are excited to welcome you
to explore our Online Counseling Programs! We hope your experience with us will be both positive and
fulfilling as you explore our degree programs and take the first steps toward a career as a professional
counselor.

This handbook provides an overview of faculty, degree programs, program curricula, application
processes, admission procedures, and advisement guidelines. We look forward to supporting you on
your journey and hope to see you in classes soon!

Sincerely,

Counselor Education Department Faculty

Core Faculty
o Kathleen Woods, PhD, LPC, NCC, School Counselor-NE | Professor, Department Chair. Contact: 308-432-6239,
0ld Administration 201, kwoods@csc.edu. Research Interests: Program development and school counseling.

Tara Wilson, PhD, LIMHP, NCC. | Professor, Clinical Mental Health Counseling Program Coordinator, CACREP
Liaison, Co-director BHECN Panhandle. Contact: 308-432-6043, Miller Hall 223, twilson@csc.edu. Research
Interests: Rural Counseling Issues, including recruitment and retention strategies for counselors serving rural
environments.

Nathan Favaloro, PhD, LPC, NCC, School Counselor-LA | Assistant Professor, School Counseling Program
Coordinator. Contact: 308-432-6332, Miller Hall 221, nfavaloro@csc.edu. Research Interests: School
Counseling.

Teri Marrow, PhD, LIMHP, NCC, School Counselor-TX | Assistant Professor, Clinical Coordinator. Contact:
tmarrow@csc.edu. Research Interests: multiculturalism, School Counseling, homelessness, and bullying.

[ennifer Bays, PhD, LPC, NCC, BC-TMH | Remote Lecturer. Contact: jbays@csc.edu.

Michael Steube, MAE, LPC | Remote Lecturer. Contact: msteube@csc.edu

Affiliate Faculty

Lauren Coffey, PhD

Ann Jamison, MAE, LIMHP, PLADC
Rachel Ratliff, PhD, LPC

[ennifer Taylor, MAE, LMHP, LADC
Loni Watson, MAE, School Counselor
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

At Chadron State College, the Department of Counselor Education (CE) offers you the opportunity to pursue online
graduate degrees in Clinical Mental Health Counseling, School Counseling, and Mental Health and
Addictions, as well as an undergraduate minor in addictions. You can explore specific course descriptions in
the Chadron State College Graduate Catalog, learn more about the college at www.csc.edu, and find detailed
information about our department at www.csc.edu/academics/counseling/.

You may choose the Master’s degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling (CMHC), School Counseling (SC) -
Options 1 or 2, or the post-graduate Education Specialist degree in Mental Health and Addictions (MH&A).
CSC is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, and our counseling programs hold specialized
accreditations: the MAE in Clinical Mental Health Counseling is nationally and internationally accredited

by CACREP, and the School Counseling programs are accredited by CAEP.

It's important to know that our mission is to prepare you to become a counselor, not a psychologist. While
counseling and psychology share similarities, they are distinct professions. If your goal is to earn a degree in
psychology or pursue licensure as a psychologist, a psychology program would be a better fit.

When you join our program, you’ll learn within a supportive cohort model. You'll start with a group of peers each
fall or spring and move through the program together in a set course sequence. This approach fosters a strong
sense of community, encourages collaboration among both classmates and faculty, and ensures that every course
builds intentionally upon the last. You'll also find a sample course schedule for each degree cohort later in this
handbook.

The Master of Arts in Education—Clinical Mental Health Counseling Program.
This 60-hour program prepares counselors to work in human service settings. Depending on the field experiences
completed, graduates of this program may be qualified for positions in a wide range of mental health and related
counseling agencies. This program meets the academic coursework requirements for licensure by the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services Licensed Mental Health Practitioner (LMHP), Licensed Professional
Counselor (LPC), and Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioner (LIMHP).
Counselor Preparation Certification Examination (CPCE): Clinical Mental Health Counseling and Graduate
Mental Health and Addiction students must pass this exam before graduation. You may only attempt the exam
twice within six months. It is recommended to take it in the semester prior to graduation.

The Master of Science in Education-School Counseling Programs.

The School Counseling—Option 1 Program is a 39-42-hour program that prepares Teachers to serve as counselors

in educational settings at the elementary and/or secondary levels.

The School Counseling—Option 2 Program is a 54-57-hour program that prepares non-teachers to serve as

counselors in educational settings at the elementary and/or secondary levels. These programs provide academic

coursework for certification as a school counselor in Nebraska. In addition to coursework requirements, the

Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) requires NE certification as a teacher prior to school counselor

certification. Our SC-Option 2 program provides the coursework for non-teachers to meet this requirement.
PRAXIS School Counseling Subject Exam #5422: School Counseling Students must pass this exam before
graduation. It is recommended to take the exam one semester prior to graduation. Information regarding the
Praxis and registration materials is available from the Department of Education Project Coordinator Stefani
Van Vleet at svanvleet@csc.edu or 308-432-6383.

The Education Specialist-Mental Health and Addictions Program. This 30-hour program is uniquely designed
to cater to students who already hold a CSC School Counseling master’s degree and are interested in a post-
master’s degree in Mental Health and Addictions. This degree offers the PLMHP and PLADC courses, leading to a
Nebraska provisional license in these fields.
Counselor Preparation Certification Examination (CPCE): Clinical Mental Health Counseling and Graduate
Mental Health and Addiction students must pass this exam before graduation. You may only attempt the exam
twice within six months. It is recommended to take it in the semester prior to graduation.
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The Mental Health Counseling and Addiction Minor degree Programs. We offer four undergraduate minors:
Alcohol and Drug Counseling, Criminal Justice, Social Welfare, and Wellness. The Alcohol and Drug Counseling
minor meets the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services curriculum requirements for a Provisional
License Alcohol and Drug Counselor (PLADC).

Nebraska Alcohol & Drug Counseling: The graduate MAE in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and the EdS
program coursework meet the Nebraska requirements for Provisional licensure as an Alcohol & Drug Counselor
(PLADC). Undergraduate students pursuing a PLADC should complete the Mental Health and Addiction - Alcohol
and Drug Counseling minor.

ADMISSIONS AND ADVISEMENT PROCEDURES

Admissions Procedures

Your application process begins at the Graduate Studies Website. Click the Apply Now tab at the top of the
page for admissions information and the link to apply. Graduate Admissions will review your application, and
you’ll need to submit all program requirements before your file is sent to the Counselor Education program for
review. You’ll find the specific items required for admission below.

The Application Process
1. Review admission requirements in the Chadron State College Catalog. Keep in mind that holding a
bachelor’s or master’s degree—whether from CSC or another institution—does not guarantee admission
to the Counselor Education programs.
Complete your application for either the Master’s or EdS degree by submitting all required materials:
o Official transcripts from all colleges/universities you’ve attended (undergraduate and graduate).
Strong applicants usually have a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.

Current résumé or vita, including your education, experience, and other relevant details.

Personal statement that clearly explains your desire, interests, and experiences related to
becoming a counselor.

One to three professional references, completed by professionals who can speak to your potential
in counseling (friends are not accepted as references).

Valid teaching certificate (required only if you’re applying for School Counseling — Option 1).

Admission Deadlines

Applications are reviewed twice each year for selection into the next academic cohort. To give yourself the best
chance, submit your materials as early as possible. Completed applications with the required materials will be
considered according to the dates below. All decisions will be made prior to the end of the relevant semester.

o Fall Cohort
o February 1 — final deadline to submit applications and required materials
o March 1 — faculty begin reviewing completed applications
o April — Admissions Decisions - Faculty selects Counselor Education Cohort
e Spring Cohort
o September 15 — final deadline to submit applications and required materials
o October 1 — faculty begin reviewing completed applications
o November — Admissions Decisions - Faculty selects Counselor Education Cohort

Admissions Decisions

You will receive an official acceptance or denial letter from the CSC Office of Graduate Admissions, not directly
from the Counselor Education program. Because admission is competitive, acceptance into the program is by
invitation only. Admission decisions and status updates will be sent through CSC Eaglemail.
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Admissions Criteria - What to Highlight
When you apply, we’re looking at your whole profile, not just grades. Focusing on these areas helps us see
your potential to succeed as a professional, ethical, and effective counselor. Here’s what matters most:
Academic Readiness - Show strong performance in your bachelor’s and any graduate courses and
include your GRE scores if applicable.
Passion for Counseling - Explain why you want to be a counselor, what you know about the
profession, and any relevant work or volunteer experience.
Experience and Leadership - Highlight at least a year of work, volunteer, or college leadership
experience, and include letters of recommendation that speak to your strengths.
Interpersonal SKills - Demonstrate your ability to build positive relationships, handle stress well, and
act ethically.
Fit for the Profession - Show interest or experience in counseling areas that support the program’s
commitment to frontier and rural communities, or meet workforce needs.

Advisement Procedures

Once you are admitted, you’ll be assigned a faculty advisor. If you experience a personal or professional
conflict, you may request a new advisor by writing to the department chair. To help you stay on track, use

the Cohort Course Schedule as your main planning tool and bring it to advisement sessions. If life
circumstances prevent you from continuing with your current cohort, talk with your advisor and the CSC
Records Office about moving to a newer cohort. Staying familiar with the courses required each semester will
help you feel confident and prepared as you move through the program.

Financial Assistance. Financial support is available to help you pursue your graduate counseling degree,
including student loans and graduate assistantships. For general financial aid questions, contact the START
Financial Aid Office at Crites Hall, First Floor, or call 1-800-CHADRON (1-800-242-3766). Additional resources
include: Cost calculator for expense. The GRE is not required for our programs

Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska (BHECN)

BHECN supports students training in behavioral health across Nebraska. Visit the BHECN Student
Program site for funding and scholarship opportunities, or contact Dr. Tara Wilson, CSC Professor and
BHECN Panhandle Co-director, for guidance.

National Board of Certified Counselors. Scholarships | NBCC Foundation Supporting counselors-in-
training is integral to the Foundation’s mission. By providing scholarships and fellowships, the Foundation
increases the number of counselors committed to helping underserved communities, including, but not
limited to, youth, older adults, rural or inner-city communities, and/or military-connected communities.
The Foundation offers scholarships and fellowships to master’s and doctoral counseling students and
professional training awards to individuals seeking a credential through the Center for Credentialing &
Education.

Quell Foundation

The Quell Foundation offers scholarships and promotes open dialogue about mental health. Their support
can help increase access to care, encourage sharing personal stories, and inspire hope in the mental health
field.

Nebraska Student Loan Program (NSLP)

NSLP provides forgivable student loans for graduate-level clinical mental health students who agree to
practice in approved shortage areas. Applications are accepted April 1 - June 1 through the Nebraska
Department of Health & Human Services, Office of Rural Health (P.0. Box 95026, Lincoln, NE 68509-5026;
402-471-2337).

Graduate Assistantships

A limited number of Graduate Assistantships are available, covering tuition and providing a stipend.
These positions give you supervised educational experience while enrolled in your program. Graduate
assistants are expected to maintain full-time student status while serving in their role.

KW 10/3/25



https://www.nbccf.org/programs/scholarships
https://cce-global.org/credentialing
https://cce-global.org/credentialing

International Students: As a fully online graduate program, we do not meet the F-1 visa status requirements
for a full course of study, including face-to-face, on-campus courses. For more information, please contact the
office of International Education.

Transfer Credit. You may transfer up to 9 approved semester hours of graduate coursework from a CACREP-
accredited Counselor Education program. Practicum and internship courses cannot be transferred, and any
transfer course must be less than seven years old.

Applicants with a prior master’s degree in counseling cannot earn a second counseling master’s degree
from CSC. For example, if you complete a CSC master’s in School Counseling, you cannot return for a master’s
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling, as the programs overlap too much. However, if you hold a CSC master’s in
School Counseling and a Nebraska teaching certificate, you may apply for the EdS in Mental Health and
Addictions to complete the additional coursework needed for licensure as a Nebraska Licensed Mental Health
Practitioner and Nebraska Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor.

Non-Degree School Counselor Certification. If you graduate with a CSC degree in Clinical Mental Health
Counseling, you may take additional coursework to become certified as a Nebraska school counselor. To
begin this process, contact Dave Perkins, Certification Officer, at dperkins@csc.edu or 308-432-6032 to
create your School Counselor Certification Plan.

Retention Policy. To be successful in this program, you are expected to consistently
demonstrate professional knowledge, strong communication, ethical practice, interpersonal
effectiveness, and counseling sKkills.
If you struggle in these areas, you may be asked to complete remediation or, in some cases, leave the
program.
You will not be approved for Practicum/Internship placement unless you can demonstrate these
skills reliably.
If personal limitations, ethical violations, or ineffective /harmful behaviors toward clients occur, you
may be dismissed from the program.
Our goal is to support you in developing the skills needed to serve clients ethically, effectively, and with care.

Continuation of Enrollment: When you are admitted to the program, each semester you will be enrolled in
the courses on your cohort schedule. Should you drop courses or decide to change degree programs, you will
need to reapply for admission to a later cohort to change or complete the remainder of your schedule
of courses. Readmission is not automatic. The Counselor Education faculty will review your performance as
part of their decision-making process.

Grade Point Requirements: To successfully complete the Graduate Counselor Education program, you must
maintain a GPA of 3.0 or higher (with 4.0 = A). Certain courses—COUN 502, 503, 523, 533, 541, 645, 646,
680, 681, 682, 683, and 638—require that you earn a B or higher.

If your GPA falls below 3.0, your graduate status will be changed to non-degree seeking. In addition, earning
a C or lower in Practicum or Internship may result in dismissal from the program. Maintaining your grades
is essential to your progress and success as a counselor-in-training.

Class Availability: Cohort students are guaranteed enrollment for their schedule of courses. All courses are
offered online, with a few requiring regular, scheduled online synchronous participation (COUN 634, 638, 645,
646, 680, 681, 682, 683). Non-degree-seeking school counseling students will be enrolled in classes pending
availability.

Getting Started in Your Counseling Program
Welcome to Chadron State College! As you begin your journey in our counseling program, here are the key tools
and resources to help you get started successfully:

CSC Online / Canvas: All your counseling courses are offered online through Canvas, CSC’s learning
management platform. This is where you’ll complete instruction, assignments, projects, papers, quizzes,
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and exams—all from your own computer. You'll actively engage with your instructors and classmates
online, and some courses may also include virtual synchronous meetings on a set night each week.

My(CSC is your gateway to managing your college records. Here, you can enroll in classes, search for
courses each semester, and track your completed coursework. Take time to explore MyCSC early—
it’s an essential tool for keeping your academic progress on track.

New Student Orientation (COUN 500): During your first semester, you'll be enrolled in COUN 500 (0
credit hours), a special orientation course created just for you. Inside Canvas, you'll find materials to
guide you through your degree program, introduce you to important resources, and set you up for success
as you start your counseling journey.

Cengage MindTap is an online learning platform that provides an integrated e-book, interactive
assignments, and study tools. For some courses, you'll need to purchase access, but no print book is
required—everything you need is built right in!

Tevera License +CCS-R© Assessment: As a cohort counseling student, you’ll use Tevera, a unified
platform that supports your training and professional development. Tevera provides standardized
workflows and forms aligned with CACREP standards, making it easier to manage your placement sites,
track your performance, and build the skills you’ll need for your career. It also supports program
accreditation with CACREP, ASCA, and CAEP. You are required to purchase a Tevera license during
your first CSC counseling course.

Counselor Competencies Scale—Revised (CCS-R:) as part of your training, you'll complete

the Counselor Competencies Scale—Revised (CCS-R) (Lambie, Mullen, Swank, & Blount, 2015). This
tool helps you assess your growth in counseling skills and professional competencies. It also gives you
direct feedback on how well you are applying counseling skills, creating supportive therapeutic
conditions, and demonstrating professional dispositions and behaviors. The CCS-R is designed to
highlight your strengths while also pointing out areas where you can continue to grow, helping you
develop into an effective and ethical counselor. You'll access this assessment through Tevera.

PROGRAM OF STUDIES

MAE Clinical Mental Health Counseling (CMHC)

The CACREP-accredited MAE in Clinical Mental Health Counseling is designed to equip you with the entry-level
skills needed to work as a counselor in a variety of settings, including community and agency counseling
centers, substance abuse centers, career counseling centers, employee assistance programs, adult
probation offices, Veterans Administration services, MHMR agencies, corrections, and private practice.

When you graduate, you will have completed the coursework required to pursue Provisional Nebraska Licensed
Mental Health Practitioner (PLMHP) and Provisional Nebraska Licensed Alcohol & Drug Counselor
(PLADC) licensure. Currently, Nebraska DHHS requires 60 credit hours of academic coursework to be eligible
for PLMHP licensure. You will also complete the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination

(CPCE) and a Graduate e-Portfolio. You have seven years to finish the MAE degree, and all licensure
requirements are regulated by the state.

CMHC Program Curriculum: The CMHC program requires 60 credit hours of graduate coursework. To stay on
track, you are responsible for meeting all academic program requirements and checking in with your faculty
advisor regularly. Please note that program curricula and conditions may change as needed.

Cohort Model: You will complete the CMHC program in a cohort model, meaning you move through each course
alongside the same group of students. This structure fosters community, support, and collaboration with both
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peers and faculty. Each course builds on the last, so the sequence is fixed—you’ll progress through the program
together without deviation. New cohorts begin twice a year, in fall or spring.

MAE Clinical Mental Health Counseling-Fall Start Course Sequence
COURSE # COURSE TITLE PRE-REQUISITE CRHR | GRADE TRANSFER/SUBSTITUTION
(up to 9 credit hours)

1°' Year—Fall
COUN 500 Counseling Orientation
COUN 502 Introduction to CMHC
COUN 535 Multicultural Counseling
COUN 541 Counseling Theories

1% Year—Spring

COUN 523 Diagnoses and the DSM

COUN 533 Ethical and Legal Issues in Counseling
COUN 638 Counseling Skills and Techniques COUN 500, 502,
535, 541

1% Year—Summer

COUN 532 Treatment Issues in Addictions
COUN 534 Counseling Assessment

2" Year—Fall
COUN 634 Group Counseling
COUN 629 Counseling Children

COUN 641 Counseling Research and Program
Evaluation

2" Year—Spring
COUN 537 Human Development
COUN 636 Couples and Family Counseling

COUN 645 CMHC Practicum COUN 523, 533,
534, 634, 638, 641

2" Year—Summer
COUN 520 Psychopharmacology, Social and COUN 532
Medical Issues in Addictions
COUN 632 Career Development

3" Year—Fall
COUN 630 Crisis Counseling
COUN 680 CMHC Internship | COUN 645
3™ Year—Spring
COUN 545 Essentials of Addiction Counseling & COUN 520
Case Management
COUN 681 CMHC Internship Il COUN 680
Total Credit Hours

Notes:

-Must pass COUN 500, 502, 535, and 541 to enroll in COUN 638 Counseling Skills and Techniques.
-Must pass COUN 523, 533, 534, 634, 638, and 641 to enroll in COUN 645 CMHC Practicum.

-Must earn an A or B in COUN 502, 523, 533, 541, 634, and 638 to enroll in COUN 645 CMHC Practicum.
-Must earn an A or B in COUN 645 to enroll in COUN 680 CMHC Internship I.

-Must earn an A or B in COUN 680 to enroll in COUN 681 CMHC Internship Il.

-Must pass the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination (CPCE) to graduate.

-Must submit an e-portfolio to graduate.

MSEd School Counseling (SC)
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If your goal is to earn a Nebraska School Counselor endorsement, the CAEP-accredited MSEd in School
Counseling provides the academic foundation you need. While the Nebraska Department of Education

(NDE) grants final approval for endorsement, our curriculum is designed to meet the American School Counselor
Association (ASCA) Professional Standards. To stay on track, it's important that you meet program
requirements and check in with your faculty advisor regularly.

The program follows a cohort model, meaning you'll move through each course alongside the same group of
students. This structure helps you build a strong sense of community, support, and collaboration with your
peers and faculty. Because each course builds on the last, the sequence is fixed—you’ll progress together without
deviation. New cohorts begin twice a year, in fall or spring.

All School Counseling graduates now complete six credit hours for a PK-12 Endorsement, so you’ll earn a full
endorsement that prepares you for a wide range of school counseling roles in Nebraska.

School Counseling (PK-12) prepares school counselors to work with and apply for the (PK-12) grade level. This

level requires a 900-hour internship (450 hours in an elementary setting and 450 in a secondary setting).

School Counseling Program Curricula

Option 1 Program: This 42-credit-hour program is designed for students with a valid teaching certificate. The
program curricula and requirements are subject to change at any time.

MSEd School Counseling-Option 1 Fall Start Course Sequence

COURSE #

COURSE TITLE

PRE-
REQUISITE

CR
HR

GRA
DE

TRANSFER/SUBSTITUTI
ON
(up to 9 credit hours)

1st Year—Fall

COUN 500

Counseling Orientation

COUN 503

Introduction to School
Counseling

COUN 634

Group Counseling

1stYear—S

pring

COUN 541

Counseling Theories

COUN 533

Ethical and Legal Issues in
Counseling

1st Year—Summer

COUN 534

Counseling Assessment

COUN 535

Multicultural Counseling

2nd Year—Fall

COUN 641

Counseling Research and
Program Evaluation

COUN 638

Counseling Skills and
Techniques

COUN 500,
503, 535,
541

2nd Year—S

ring

COUN 632

Career Development

COUN 646

School Counseling Practicum

COUN 533,
534, 634,
638, 641

2nd Year—S

ummer

COUN 630

Crisis Counseling

COUN 537

Human Development

2nd Year—F

all
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COUN 682 | School Counseling Internship I COUN 646

2nd Year—Spring

COUN 683 | School Counseling Internship II COUN 682 3
(PK-12)
Total Credit Hours 42

Option 2-Program: This 57-credit-hour program is designed for students without a valid teaching certificate or
teacher education degree. It will provide students with the state-required background in education to obtain a
Nebraska initial teacher certification and School Counselor endorsement.

MSEd School Counseling-Option 2 Fall Start Course Sequence
COURSE # COURSE TITLE PRE- CR GRA | TRANSFER/SUBSTITUTION if
REQUISITE HR DE applicable

1st Year—Fall 25
COUN 500 Counseling Orientation 0
COUN 503 Introduction to School 3
Counseling

COUN 533 Ethical and Legal Issues in
Counseling

COUN 541 Counseling Theories

1st Year—Spring 26

COUN 534 Counseling Assessment
COUN 535 Multicultural Counseling
COUN 634 Group Counseling

1st Year—Summer 26

COUN 537 Human Development
EDUC 530 Integrated Classroom Methods
2nd Year—Fall 26

COUN 630 Crisis Counseling
COUN 638 Counseling Skills and COUN 500,
Techniques 503, 535, 541

COUN 641 Counseling Research and
Program Evaluation

2nd Year—Spring 27
COUN 632 Career Development
COUN 646 School Counseling Practicum COUN 533,

534, 634, 638,
641

READ 535 Reading and the At-Risk
Student
2nd Year—Summer 27

EDCI 635 Curriculum Development

SPED 532 Survey of Special Education
3rd Year—Fall 27

EDUC 639 Advanced Methods of Perf
Assessment

COUN 682 School Counseling Internship I COUN 646
3rd Year—Spring 28
COUN 683 School Counseling Internship COUN 682
11 (PK-12)

Total Credit Hours

Note:
-Must pass COUN 500, 503, 535, and 541 to enroll in COUN 638 Counseling Skills and Techniques.
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-Must pass COUN 533, 534, 634, 638, and 641 to enroll in COUN 646 School Counseling Practicum.
-Must earn an A or Bin COUN 503, 533, 541, 634, and 638 to enroll in COUN 646 Practicum.

-Must earn an A or B in COUN 646 to enroll in COUN 682 School Counseling Internship I

-Must earn an A or B in COUN 682 to enroll in COUN 683 School Counseling Internship II

-Must pass the Praxis® Professional School Counselor (5422) to graduate.

-Must submit an e-portfolio to graduate.

EdS Mental Health and Addictions (MH&A)

If you already hold a CSC School Counseling master’s degree and want to advance your expertise, the EdS in
Mental Health and Addictions is designed for you. This program includes the courses required for PLMHP and
PLADC licensure, helping you earn a Nebraska provisional license in these areas.

The program follows a cohort model, which means you’ll move through your courses alongside the same group of
students each term. This structure builds a strong sense of community, support, and collaboration with both
peers and faculty. Because each course builds intentionally on the last, the sequence is fixed—you’ll progress
through the program together without deviation. We admit new students twice a year, with cohorts beginning in
either fall or spring.

EdS Mental Health and Addictions-Fall Start Course Sequence

COURSE # | COURSE TITLE PRE-REQUISITE CR | GRA | TRANSFER/SUBSTITUTIO
HR DE N

(up to 9 credit hours)

1st Year—Fall

COUN 500

Counseling Orientation

COUN 502

Introduction to CMHC

COUN 523

Diagnoses and the DSM

1st Year—Spring

COUN 532

Treatment Issues in Addictions

COUN 645

CMHC Practicum

COUN 500, 502,
523

1st Year—S

ummer

COUN 520

Psychopharmacology, Social and
Medical Issues in Addictions

COUN 532

COUN 636

Couples and Family Counseling

2nd Year—F

all

COUN 629

Counseling Children

COUN 680

CMHC Internship I

COUN 645

2nd Year—S

pring

COUN 681

CMHC Internship II

COUN 680

COUN 545

Essentials of Addiction
Counseling & Case Management

COUN 520

Total Credit Hours

30

Notes:

-Must earn an A or Bin COUN 500, 502, and 523 to enroll in COUN 645 CMHC Practicum.
-Must earn an A or B in COUN 645 to enroll in COUN 680 CMHC Internship 1.

-Must earn an A or B in COUN 680 to enroll in COUN 681 CMHC Internship IL

-Must pass the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination (CPCE) to graduate.
-Must submit an e-portfolio to graduate.
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Many other states and accrediting organizations, such as the Council for Accreditation of Counseling & Related
Educational Programs (CACREP), require more academic credit hours for school counseling endorsement. Thus,
review your state standards for a specific policy.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Practicum and Internship (Clinical Sequence)

As a graduate student, you’ll also gain hands-on experience through Practicum and Internship, which is essential
for developing your skills as a professional counselor. You are responsible for finding your own practicum and
internship sites and securing a qualified supervisor; however, the Clinical Coordinator is available to
support you throughout this process. While most of your courses are online and evening classes are offered,
your fieldwork typically takes place during daytime hours, giving you valuable real-world experience across
diverse counseling settings. For further information, please see the Practicum and Internship Handbook located on
the CE Website.

Prerequisites. Before you can enroll in Practicum, you must have successfully completed all required
coursework. You must also successfully complete Practicum before enrolling in Internship. You need to earn
aletter grade B in Practicum to move on to Internship. Similarly, when enrolling in Internship II, you must
have successfully completed Internship I. Only students who are fully admitted to the Counselor Education
Program will be enrolled in these courses.

Reservation Deadlines: To make sure you can participate without delays, you need to reserve your spot in
Practicum and Internship the semester before your enrollment in these classes. Missing this step could affect
your graduation timeline, so planning ahead is key. You can find the reservation form on the CE
Website under Current Student Resources — Professional Practice. For more guidance, check out
the Practicum and Internship Handbook, which provides helpful details on expectations and procedures.

e March 1 - for Summer and Fall semester reservations

e October 1 - for Spring semester reservations

Professional Liability Insurance. As a student, you are required to maintain professional liability
insurance throughout Practicum and Internship. You can obtain this insurance through professional
counseling associations, such as the American Counseling Association (1-800-347-6647, ext. 284). Make sure
you purchase your insurance before registering for Practicum or Internship—ideally, the semester before
you plan to enroll—so you are fully prepared to begin your field experiences.

Final Thoughts!

We are excited for you to consider joining the Chadron State College Online Counselor Education Program. As
you explore your path in counseling, know that our faculty, staff, and resources are here to support you every step
of the way. Your journey toward becoming an ethical, skilled, and compassionate professional counselor begins
here—and we look forward to seeing the impact you will make in the lives of others.
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