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“Our goal is to build
a more connected
and supportive
community that
actively contributes
to the success and
growth of Chadron
State College.”

— Scott Kruger
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The Chadron State Foundation has
named Scott Kruger as its new chief
executive officer. Kruger began his role
on March 3 and is bringing new energy
and vision to the Foundation’s efforts to
support Chadron State College and its
students.

Since arriving in Chadron, Kruger said
he has been moved by the spirit and
commitment of those who make up the
college community.

“Chadron State College is more than
an institution of higher learning — it's a
vibrant community dedicated to fostering
growth, opportunity, and excellence,’
Kruger said. “Since arriving in Chadron, I've
been deeply inspired by the passion of our
students, faculty, administration, alumni,
and supporters.”

With more than two decades of
experience in higher education
advancement and nonprofit leadership,
Kruger is leading the Foundation into
a new era — one centered on building
lasting relationships and deeper
engagement.

“We're entering a new chapter at the
Chadron State Foundation,” he said.

“Our focus is shifting beyond traditional
fundraising. We're working to create
opportunities for alumni and stakeholders
to connect with the college in meaningful
ways — through mentorship, professional
networking, and student development.
This is about growing not just support, but
connection.”

Kruger emphasized that the Foundation’s
role will be more proactive and visible
in the coming years, working in close
alignment with the college’s strategic goals
and expanding its outreach across the
region and beyond.
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Foundation excited for Kruger’s leadership

“Our goal is to build a more connected
and supportive community that actively
contributes to the success and growth of
Chadron State College,” he said. “By working
together, we can create an environment
where every student has the opportunity
to thrive”

Kruger previously served in leadership
roles at Ruffalo Noel Levitz, the University
of lowa, the University of Illinois-Chicago,
and Southern lllinois University-
Carbondale. He has also been the Executive
Director of a community-based economic
development organization in lowa and a
national nonprofit reinvesting in career and
technical education. He has a bachelor’s
degree in communication studies and a
juris doctorate from the University of lowa.

The Chadron State Foundation supports
the life of Chadron State College and
the aspirations of its students through
relationships with private donors,
businesses, and grant makers. As of June
2024, the Foundation held $32.5 million
in endowment funds and more than $34
million in assets.

Kruger and his wife, Tracy, have three
adult sons who live in lowa. The couple
is enjoying getting to know the Chadron
community and is excited to be part of
the Eagle family. Kruger said he is looking
forward to building on the Foundation’s
legacy while also ushering in new ways for
the Eagle community to engage.

“Thank you to our donors and friends
who have supported Chadron State
through the years,” he said. “Your generosity
has helped shape the leaders of tomorrow.
Now, our team is excited to move forward
together toward an even brighter future.”

By CS Alumni and Foundation
Photo by Daniel Binkard
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Letter from the President

Dear Alumni and Friends of Chadron State College,

Time and experience are tremendous gifts. | have always believed that
reflection comes more naturally as a chapter ends. Spring truly is a fitting
season for such reflection because it represents renewal and growth.
Thankfully, our spring semester at Chadron State College was full of memorable
moments and meaningful milestones and | am confident the students and our
newest graduates have many reasons to celebrate.

As we honor a new graduating class, with so many worthy students crossing
the stage in the Chicoine Center, | also want to look ahead to the future.
As many of you know, | have shaken my last student’s hand as President of
Chadron State College. Later this summer, | will begin a new chapter as the
incoming President of Murray State University in Kentucky. As | shared with
campus in March, this decision was not an easy one. Chadron State, and the
community that surrounds it, have a special place in my heart. My love for this
institution and region will continue even though I'll be miles away.

| recognize that leadership transitions can bring ambiguity, but | have full
confidence in Interim President Dr. Jodi Kupper. She has worked with the
Nebraska State College System Office for many years as its Chief Academic
Officer and she is an excellent collaborator and leader. | am excited for you
to get to know her. One of the many things | quickly learned here is that
CSC's greatest strength lies in its people. This college doesn't thrive and excel
because of one individual or president; CSC succeeds because of the collective
dedication of its employees, students, alumni, and supporters.

As | mentioned, time and experience are gifts. Thank you for so generously
sharing both with Chadron State College, as well as with me and my family.
It has been an incredible honor to serve as CSC’s President. Together, we've
soared to new heights. For that, | will always be grateful.

Soar Eagles,

Dr. Ron K. Patterson

Original works from Tenth Street Miscellany
THE UNDERGRADUATE LITERARY JOURNAL OF CHADRON STATE COLLEGE.

Jenna Ellis is a sophomore majoring in Advanced English as an admissions counselor at CSC. Scheiderer presented a
Studies. She first submitted to Tenth Street Miscellany as a creative non-fiction piece at the Sigma Tau Delta International
freshman. In addition to poetry, Ellis writes non-fiction. She is Conference in 2024. In addition to poetry, she writes both
from Hot Springs, South Dakota. non-fiction and fiction.

Rebeka Scheiderer is a 2024 graduate who majored in
English Studies and Creative Writing. She currently works Cl nnamon
By Rebeka Scheiderer
Baking is different now,
ever since it ended.

It’s different.

Confliction 'm closest to her

when | mix the

By Jenna R. Ellis sugar and butter.

Your eyes were not

Clear like the ocean In the kitchen,

And mine, not she used to tell me
Serene, nor mysterious. important things.
They did not make the Earth—

Could not make the world. Like never put

It turned to winter, Fhe melted butter
Taking the forest with it, In too soon.

And leaving the ocean behind. It'll cook the egg.

The ocean was still She useddl

At first. say things like

But soon started raging, sift your flour.

Crashing.

Drowning. It’ll make your final product less dense.

Creating sharp cuts in its path.
Or please.

The forest watched the ocean, Please please please
The roots smiled. I’'m sorry.

The birds mocked.

The snow had remitted,
It was verdurous once again. Or you're not well.

The forest sang. Have you been taking

Watching as the ocean, your meds you're not well.
Cried out.

| take it all back.

You're scaring me.

I’'m closest to her
when | punch the
risen ball of dough.
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Kupper appointed Interim President

Chancellor of the Nebraska State College System, Dr. Paul Turman, has
appointed Dr. Jodi Kupper as the Interim President of Chadron State College,
effective June 10. Kupper currently serves as Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs at the Nebraska State College System Office and brings 27 years of
experience in higher education, including 11 years of leadership experience at
the System Office.

Kupper will step into the role following the departure of Dr. Ron Patterson,
who has been named the next president of Murray State University. She will

serve a nine- to 12-month term while the board establishes a national search
strategy and evaluates search firm options to assist the Board of Trustees in

e

N

identifying candidates to become the next president of Chadron State.
“Dr. Kupper’s leadership and deep understanding of Chadron State and the
Nebraska State College System will ensure a smooth transition as we conduct
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the search for the College’s next president,” said Marjean Terrell, Vice Chair of
the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges.

Turman added, “Dr. Kupper’s experience within the Nebraska State Colleges,
coupled with her strong grasp of the state’s educational landscape and
strategic partnerships, makes her exceptionally well-suited to lead Chadron
State during this transition. Her insight will provide stability and continuity as
we move forward.”

Kupper expressed gratitude for the opportunity to serve, stating, “l am
deeply honored by the Board of Trustees and Chancellor Turman’s trust in me to
serve as Interim President of Chadron State College. | look forward to working
collaboratively with the faculty and staff to build on our momentum and
advance the College’s goals, thereby expanding educational opportunities that
empower student success.”

Kupper earned a Bachelor of Science in Education (secondary education)

from Wayne State College, a Master of Science in Secondary Education
from the University of Nebraska-Omaha, and a Doctorate of Philosophy
in Administration, Curriculum, and Instruction from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln

ABOUT JODI KUPPER, PHD
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Nebraska State College System, 2014-present
Peru State College, Dean of the School of Education, 2004-14

Millikin University, Associate Professor and Director of the School of Education, 2003-05
Millikin University, Assistant Professor of Education, 1998-2003
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Senior artists, Perez and Wohl, tell stories of resilience

The Spring Senior Art Show featured
work by Angelyse Liliana Perez and
Hannah Wohl. Perez, a Studio Arts major,
displayed oil and acrylic paintings,
charcoal and pencil drawings, plus
digital art and sculpture. Wohl exhibited
photography, computer illustrations, and
other media.

“Each piece showcases a different
window into myself, a reflection into
multiple facets of my identity,’ Perez said.

In her artist’s statement, Perez
expanded on the deep, personal roots of
her creative process.

“From cultural, spiritual, emotional,
mental, physical, and even aspects of
gender came together to define an
individual, and my work emphasizes
each of these topics of identity and the
dissection of myself," she wrote.

She described her past feelings of
emotional disconnection, shaped by
habits of suppression and people-
pleasing, and how art became a tool for
rediscovering her true self.

Perez said art gave her the space to ask
hard questions and dig deeper into her
sense of identity.

She cited two artists who inspired her—
YouTube animator Jaiden Animations and
installation artist Olafur Eliasson—who
motivated her through their vulnerability
and emotional resonance.

“I want to become an artist to create
something others can relate to. Let
others know they have a voice, and that
they matter,’ she wrote.

Perez plans to work in a gallery or
studio under another artist or on a team.

“I would love to find a place where
people appreciate and challenge each
other’s perspectives and experiences but
still help one another grow,’ she said.

Wohl said her art explores mental
health themes such as struggles related

to depression, anxiety, ADHD, and
autism.

“You can see these themes in various
ways throughout my art. In some pieces,
it's right-in-your-face and in others, it's
much more subtle,”Wohl said.

In her artist’s statement, Wohl
explained how creating art gave her the
freedom to express parts of herself she
once kept hidden.

“In my life, | had always been afraid of
showing who | was, who | wanted to be.
Creating art gave me that freedom to
show myself and the world who | am and
who | always was,” she wrote. “It allowed
me to say, ‘this was who | had become,
and | was proud of it.”

Wohl credited her grandfather, a
photographer, for introducing her to the
art world.

“He pushed me in ways that
nobody else has ever done before and
encouraged me to pursue any art that
was calling for me,” she said.

Wohl said she didn't create her

work with a specific audience in mind,

Angelyse Perez and Hannah Wohl pose with artwork at their senior show, “Confronting the Subconscious,’
in April 2025.
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focusing instead on making work that
spoke to her own experience.

“Federico Fellini once said,‘All art is
autobiographical. The pearl is the oyster’s
autobiography!How can | write my own
biography when | am thinking about
what others want to read out of my life?
Even though it is made for the viewers, it's
also sometimes made for me,"Wohl said.

Wohl’s art varies in pace, color, and
tone, mirroring both fleeting moments
and deeper reflections.

Wohl named contemporary artist
Caroline Harrison and the mathematical
perfection of the Fibonacci sequence
as creative inspirations. She said she
admires Harrison's fearless approach to
difficult topics and finds comfort in the
consistency of the Fibonacci sequence.

Wohl, a graphic design major with a
business minor, expects to graduate in
May 2026 and hopes to pursue a career
as a social media manager.

By Tena L. Cook
Photo by Daniel Binkard
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CSC sponsors positivity program in Nebraska K-12 schools

“I look forward to each
Thousands of students attending

more than 230 Nebraska K-12 schools OppOl‘tllIllty to learn

: Kayla, you ane an amazing friend.
are benefiting from Chadron State il ¢ You cheer mg up when days are

College’s sponsorship of Kindness ISRy Floomy. you give me hope when
no one alSeidoet afd most of

something new and then

share it with others.”

— Kim Madsen

eWalls.

all...you afs kindite everyone!
Messages posted on screens .

L '||I o
: THAMk 60U
throughout the schools range i E bl | )
from congratulations on student
accomplishments to thanks for

participating in school events and for
Chadron State College is the sponsor for the You Uplift Kindness eWall making the platform free for every

services provided by faculty and staff. K-12 school in the state of Nebraska for the 2024-25 school year as a symbol of CSC's commitment to
A faculty moderator at each school is promoting positivity and kindness at all levels of education. (Courtesy image, used with permission)

responsible for the content posted. A faculty moderator at each school teachers, administrators, and others who
The locations of displays vary from is responsible for content posted on receive the YouUplift Kindness eWall
school to school. Since each school’s the screens. The platform is privacy- newsletter and emails.
Kindness eWall is housed via its unique compliant and has no data collection. According to Kurt Thiele of YouUplift,
URL link, most schools place their Alex Helmbrecht, Director of College the parent company of Kindness eWall,
Kindness eWall on one or more TV Relations, said he is pleased with the reach  normally, 20 percent of a state’s schools
monitors in their hallways. They also the sponsorship provides. At the end adopt the service in the first year. With
include their Kindness eWall on their of March, more than 8,300 impressions 232 of Nebraska’s 1,000 schools usin . - .
school website, and many also share were made in schools. In addifion, 11,100 the service, CSC’s sponsorship is abog\]/e Madsen retl res after fOU r decades teaCh I ng S rly Ch I Id hOOd ed Ucato IS ]
it via their social media platforms or website impressions were recorded. average. Dr. Kim Madsen'’s retirement in May 2025 will bring to a sessions in Lincoln. She completed a PhD in Educational F
digital newsletters. Nearly 32,800 impressions have reached By Tena L. Cook close a distinguished four-decade career as instructor and Administration, Curriculum and Instruction at UNL in 1996. l'.'
-, faculty member in the Family During Madsen'’s 24 years as director, the Child

and Consumer Sciences Development Center received national accreditation and
department. developed one of the few nature-based outdoor learning

SUPPORT CSC’S CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

A lifelong resident of Dawes environments for children in Nebraska. As an instructor

We are seeking your support to take our outdoor learning County, Madsen completed she has taught more than 25 different courses at Chadron
environment to the next level. her bachelor’s degree at State, including face-to-face, blended, and online classes.

Every child deserves a safe, enriching environment where they can CSCin 1972. After her She was one of the first CSC faculty members to develop
grow, play, and learn through exploration. The Child Development three children had entered and teach a First Year Inquiry course and has implemented
Center serves as a laboratory for academic programs and a trusted school, she returned to earn community service projects into each of her classes.
educational resource for our campus and community families. a Master’s in Vocational “It has been my pleasure to grow both personally and

Your gift will help fund safe, age-appropriate play structures

i Education in 1985, and began professionally doing what | enjoy,” Madsen said. “l look
and surfaces; natural elements like gardens, water features, and

. ) ) ) ) i ) teaching courses for Child and Family Studies and other forward to each opportunity to learn something new and
interactive exploration areas; and learning stations fostering discovery, . )
. . . L FCS degree programs. then share it with others!
cooperation, and curiosity outdoors. We aim to highlight the value of . »
Four years later Madsen became director of the college’s Madsen and her husband, John, have been married for

the outdoors in early childhood development and integrate nature-

based learning, physical activity, and creativity to Child Development Center, where she incorporated the live 55 years and live on their ranch southwest of Chadron.

instill an appreciation of the outdoors in young laboratory experience into her FCS and Early Childhood They have three children, all CSC graduates, and seven

learners. Education courses. She also helped launch CSC’s annual grandchildren. In retirement she looks forward to enjoying
To donate or learn more, text CDC to 71777, Early Childhood Conference. the rural lifestyle, travel, spending time with family and

visit csc.edu/foundation/CSCrowdfunding, or In 1994, Madsen began working on an advanced degree friends, and quilting.

scan the QR code. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln through distance By George Ledbetter

learning classes, monthly seminars, and in-person summer Photo by Daniel Binkard
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Brammer receives CSC's Teaching Excellence Award

Dr. Dawn Brammer received the

Chadron State College Teaching
Excellence Award in April during
the college’s annual employee
recognition luncheon. A lifelong
learner, educator, and mentor,
Brammer has spent her career
shaping the next generation of health
and physical education professionals.

A CSC alumna and former student-
athlete, Brammer credits her early
experiences on the field and court
for instilling the work ethic and
connections that have guided her
career. Her passion for education
was sparked as a student when she
joined the Society of Health and
Physical Educators (SHAPE) Nebraska
at the encouragement of her mentor,
Ann Smith. That involvement
has grown into a decades-long
commitment, culminating in receiving
the prestigious SHAPE Honor
Award in 2022 for her outstanding
contributions to the profession.

“Dr. Brammer is the type of
educator CSC needs—one who
cares deeply about student success
and creates academically rigorous,
engaging experiences that prepare
our students to lead,” said Dr. Lorie
Hunn, Professor of Applied Sciences.

Known for her dynamic, hands-on

teaching style, Brammer believes in
experiential learning. She organizes
impactful programs like Wellness

8 CHADRON STATE MAGAZINE

Day, where CSC students lead health
and fitness activities for local third
graders, gaining valuable leadership
experience in the process. In her
Adaptive Physical Education course,
students work directly with individuals
from the community to develop
inclusive, creative programming—
experiences that prepare them for real-
world challenges and opportunities in
the field.

“The lessons | learned in her classes
are ones | still use every day,” said
Kelsey Crock, a 2023 CSC graduate
and current teacher at Chadron Public
Schools. “She pushed me to grow,
supported me as a double major, and
encouraged me to become a better
educator”

Brammer’s teaching philosophy
centers on lifelong learning, and she
continues to embody that belief by
integrating current research, state
standards, and new methods into her
courses. She played a central role in
organizing CSC’s 50th Anniversary
Celebration of Title IX and regularly
collaborates with colleagues to
enhance curriculum and student
engagement.

“Dawn is a dedicated, student-
focused instructor who deserves to be
honored for her unfailing dedication
to the students of CSC,” Hunn said.

As a mentor and advisor, Brammer
consistently goes above and beyond,

offering career guidance and taking
students to the annual SHAPE
Nebraska Conference, introducing

*S Hine

<«
them to statewide educators and ces [Bfammef] CIlCOU.I'ang

job opportunities. Many of her me to bCCOIIlC a better
students secure teaching positions

3

before graduation, a testament to edgcator.
the preparation they receive under 1 KCISCY CI‘OCk
her leadership, according to Dr.
Scott Ritzen, chair of the Health,
Physical Education, and Recreation
Department.

“Dr. Brammer’s students are so
well prepared, they are sought after
nationally and often hired before
graduation,’ Ritzen said. “Her high
expectations, paired with her deep
support, result in graduates who
stand out in the field”

Her commitment extends beyond
campus through service on the
SHAPE Nebraska Board, the national
SHAPE committee, and local projects ’
like the Chadron State Foundation
Fall Fund Drive, where she enjoys
hearing firsthand how scholarships
and funding initiatives have changed
student lives.

Brammer said the greatest reward
comes in watching her students grow
into passionate educators who go on
to inspire future generations.

By Tena L. Cook
Photo by Daniel Binkard
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Indirect journey led Jacobsen to medicine

Training as a naval electrician, a stint
on a submarine, road construction work,
teaching junior high, selling telephone
directory advertising, and time in the
Panama Canal zone were among the
stages on the roundabout route that led
retired Broken Bow physician Dr. Loren
Jacobsen to a decades-long career in
medicine.

A critical part of that circuitous
journey was graduating from Chadron
State College, even though the degree
he earned was in education, not pre-
med, Jacobsen said in a recent phone
interview. When he entered college, he
said that everyone knew if you went to
Chadron, you were going to get into
medical school.

The eldest child of a Sandhills farm
family, Jacobsen was born during the
middle of the Depression.

“We were dirt poor,” he said.“My
mother used to say that (I) was the only
crop we raised in 1934. And my brother
says, ‘That was a crop failure”

Describing himself as a mediocre
student in high school, Jacobsen enlisted
in the Navy following graduation in 1952.
After receiving training as an electrician,
he volunteered for a military assignment
that landed him on a submarine. There
he was impressed by the vessel’s medical
provider, a Navy corpsman, who was
solely responsible for the health needs of
75 men.

“He was every bit as good as any
physician assistant there is today,”
Jacobsen said.“That was a job | really
liked”

Already married and a father by the
time he left the Navy in 1957, Jacobsen
enrolled at Chadron State along with
a friend from Broken Bow whose older
brother had attended the college and
become a successful doctor.
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Although already admitted to the
University of Nebraska Medical School
after his junior year at CSC, another
classmate convinced Jacobsen to
transfer to a pre-med program in
Salt Lake City. By then his wife,

Cleo, was pregnant with their

third child and the family’s living
expenses plus school costs were

too much for his G.I. benefits, so he
left after a semester and returned

to Nebraska. That's when Jacobsen
joined his brother on a summer road
construction crew before returning to
Chadron State to complete his degree.

“I had plenty of hours to graduate
and they said | could fill in with mostly
education courses and get a teaching
degree,” he said.

With his motivation for learning greatly
increased, Jacobsen graduated summa
cum laude from CSCin 1962 and took a
job teaching in Bellevue.

“I took the job because that was close
to the (University of Nebraska) Med
Center,” he said.“And (I thought) maybe |
could get loans or whatever (to attend).”

The financial opening Jacobsen
needed came a year later when he
learned of a couple from Broken Bow
whose son, a high school classmate
and friend, had died from an infection,
and were willing to provide a loan to
continue his education.

Receiving only first alternate status
from his application, Jacobsen had
already signed a contract for another
year teaching before receiving word that
he was accepted. The superintendent
at Bellevue was a former Broken Bow
school principal and let him out of the
contract.

Money was still tight, so Jacobsen and
a classmate took a job selling advertising
in the UNMC telephone directory, an

experience he
credits with teaching valuable lessons in
running a business.

“I got an education,” he said “l learned
when you talk to people and when you
don’t bother them; how to approach
them?”

Following graduation in 1967,
Jacobsen took advantage of his veteran’s
preference and accepted an internship in
the Panama Canal Zone, under control of
the United States at the time, where the
pay was much better than other options.

A year of surgical training in Denver
followed, and then another two years in
Panama before returning to Broken Bow.
Although Jacobsen was interested in
orthopedic surgery, he didn't think the
community was large enough to support
that specialty, but he and his wife didn't
want to live in a big city so he began a
family medical practice.

The decision gave Jacobsen the
opportunity for some surgical work,
in addition to many other aspects of
medicine.

Now mostly retired from the practice
he started in 1971, Jacobsen has tended

to the needs of hundreds of families
and helped with the delivery of more
than 1,000 babies.

“It worked out fine," he said.“There
have been ups and downs, but we are
where I'd like to be. If | had to start
tomorrow, I'd do it again.’

Jacobsen’s distinguished career

and years of community service

have garnered considerable

recognition. In 2006 he received
the J.G. Elliot Award from the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center in part for being one of the
first physicians in Nebraska to accept
UNMC medical students on rotations
and mentoring more than 90 students.

“Once we started doing it, we pretty
much always had a student with
us,” he said. “(The students) have to
choose you and it doesn’t take long
for word to get around that this is a
good place’

UNMC also commended Jacobsen
for staying abreast of medical
advancements, sharing his knowledge,

getting to know his patients and
being active in the community.

In 2008 Chadron State College
recognized Jacobsen with the
Distinguished Alumni Award. He has
received a Distinguished Service
Award for his more than 30 years
at the Jennie M. Melham Memorial
Medical Center at Broken Bow, was
honored as Broken Bow Citizen of the
Year in 2003, and given a place on the
Broken Bow Public School’s Wall of
Fame.

Jacobsen and his wife have five
children, 16 grandchildren, and 16
great-grandchildren. One of his
daughters, Lorene, was the first
recipient of the Platinum Eagle Award

when she graduated from CSCin 1990.

Many of his family members have
followed his lead and entered medical
professions or are studying in the
field.

As the first member of his family to
attend college, Jacobsen said Chadron
State was a pivotal moment in his life.

“There have been ups and

downs, but we are where

I'd like to be. If I had to

start tomorrow, 1'd do it

. »
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“l wouldn't be here without them,”
he said. “It's pretty simple.”

A financial supporter of the recent
renovation of Chadron State’s Math
Science Center of Innovative Learning,
Jacobsen and his wife have recently
created an endowment to provide
financial support for students
pursuing pre-med studies at the
college. He hopes the endowment
may help students who don't have the
means to complete their education.

Jacobsen remains modest about the
success he has enjoyed over the years.
Although he grew up poor, and wasn't
a good student in high school, he
credits his parents and upbringing for
giving him the ability to gain a good
education.

“I've been lucky all my life,” Jacobsen
said. “Treat people like you would like
to be treated and life will probably
treat you well”

By George Ledbetter
Photos by Maria Popp Photography
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Hammitt legacy built on positive impact, philanthropy

When the late Dr. Jackson Hammitt
first traveled to Chadron in 1967, he
did so by train on his way to interview
at Chadron State College. Although
job applicants no longer arrive at the
college via train, Hammitt's journey
proved to be fruitful and eventually
provided benefits to his family and the
college. Hammitt spent 34 years as a
professor in CSC's music program before
retiring in 2001. He died in January 2015
and his wife, Peggy, died last November.
Through their service, Hammitt and
Peggy established a legacy of their own
that will be felt for generations.
Affectionately known as “Doc,”
Hammitt was passionate about music.
Peggy was a steadfast supporter of
education. In 2006, they demonstrated
their commitment and generosity by
including Chadron State in their estate
plan. The Hammitts donated the
entirety of their sheet music library,
recordings, and tapes to
CSC's Music program. They
also gave $35,000 for the
restoration of CSC’s 1919
Steinway Model D concert
grand piano, which
continues to be played
during performances.
Additionally, their art
collection was given to the
college’s Art program.
Their generosity
extended further with a
gift of about $1 million
dollars in scholarship
support for students
majoring in music. Beyond
their estate gifts, they
regularly donated to music
scholarships and were
actively involved in the
community.

12 CHADRON STATE MAGAZINE

Hammitt taught at CSC from the fall
of 1967 to the spring of 2001. Hammitt
also directed the Chadron Community
Chorus for 29 years, served as an
accompanist, and frequently sang the
national anthem and played the organ
during commencement.

According to her obituary, Peggy
arrived in Chadron with a master’s
degree in library science and worked
at Chadron Public Schools. Her 33-
year career included positions at
West Ward, East Ward, and Kenwood
elementary schools. Her service with
the American Association of University
Women and the Nebraska State
Education Association and her many
accomplishments while at Chadron
Public Schools demonstrated her
commitment to improving educational
opportunities for Chadron’s youth. Like
her husband, Peggy’s contributions
to the community went above and

beyond, including working with
Shephard’s Pantry and volunteering
with the Dawes County Museum.
Though they had no children, they
built strong relationships with three
of Hammitt's students at CSC. The
students, Corey Jenkins ('89), of Sidney,
Nebraska; Kevin Dart ('90) of Hastings,
Nebraska; and Ryan Lovell ('95) of
Rushville, Nebraska, maintained close
ties with the Hammitts after graduating.
Even in their absence, “Doc” and

Peggy remain cherished Chadron
State College community members.
Their legacy, built on their service and
solidified through their philanthropy,
will live on through their positive impact
on the Chadron community, past CSC
students, and future generations.

By Brandon Davenport

Photo by Tena L. Cook

Following the Steinway concert on Feb. 17, 2013, Peggy and Jackson Hammit, donors who funded the restoration of Chadron State
College’s first piano, pose with Dr. Jim Margetts.

Slim Days returning for 2025 Homecoming

After a successful revival in 2024, Chadron’s homegrown
concert event from the 1990s is returning for Chadron State
College’s 2025 Homecoming weekend, Sept. 26-27.

According to Slim Days Foundation, a charitable
organization formed by longtime friends and CSC alumni,
planning for this year’s event is ongoing. A tailgate party is
set for the morning of Sept. 27, and the concert will close
festivities that night. Returning are bands Live Animals, Dick
Burns, Flannel Sunday, and Judd Hoos. Organizer Aaron Funk
said the group is working to add more acts.

The group plans to add festivities in the afternoon and
evening of Sept. 26. Though details are not final, the Slim
Days Foundation is committed to delivering an unforgettable
experience that resonates with CSC alumni, students, and the
broader Chadron Community. Updates and announcements
will be on Slim Days' social media channels and at www.
slimdays.org.

Organizers also want to increase Slim Days’ philanthropic
impact. Moved to honor their late friend, the group
established the Sarah Funk Memorial Scholarship in part
with proceeds from last year’s concert and $11,500 was
raised toward the endowed scholarship at CSC. They say they

Laura (Martin) Solomon, originally of Chadron, Nebraska, currently living
in Los Angeles, fills in as lead singer of Flannel Sunday, of Spearfish, South
Dakota, during Slim Days: Reloaded, Oct. 19, 2024, at the Dawes County
Fairgrounds in Chadron.

see Slim Days as a celebration and an opportunity to give
back. Their vision is for the event to outlive its founders and
inspire future generations of CSC students to forge lifelong
friendships and give back to the college and community that
brought them together.

“At its core, Slim Days has always been about celebrating

friendship, embracing live music, and supporting meaningful
causes,” Funk said.

By Brandon Davenport
Photo by Michael Miller

NOBODY KNOWS

THE VALUE
OF CSCLIKE

OU DO.

Your experience and success at
Chadron State College make you an
excellent ambassador for our future
Eagles. Help the Admissions Office
identify students who would thrive
with CSC's high-quality education,

dedicated faculty and staff, and

vibrant community.

Recommend future
Eagles today!

Contact CSC Admissions
admissions@csc.edu
csc.edu/admissions
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PORTRAITS OF STUDENT EXCELLENCE

RBLI helped Riesen launch career

Classes in business and agriculture,
along with connections formed
through the Rural Business
Leadership Initiative (RBLI), were
instrumental in helping Clark Riesen
launch his agri-business career in
rural Nebraska.

Riesen, a Chadron native now
living in Bridgeport, works as a grain
merchandiser for Colorado Agri
Products, the management company
for three large ethanol plants in
the region. His job involves buying
corn from area farmers and sales of
wet distillers’ grain, a byproduct of
ethanol production, to cattle feed
yards. He also handles receiving
corn shipments, risk management,
and inventory management for the
plants.

Riesen completed a bachelor’s
degree at Chadron State in 2022
and earned his master’s in finance
in 2024. He took part in the RBLI for
three years as an undergraduate and
later became a graduate assistant for
the program, which aims to prepare
students for leadership roles in rural
communities.

CSC Business classes helped Riesen
understand teamwork and learn the
computer software that he now uses
daily.

“Those foundational skills have
helped me analyze markets, data,
and their impact on corn and cattle
markets,” he said.“I'm grateful for
my training in accounting practices,

~

math, and other skills needed for my
career”

Riesen said his agriculture classes
gave him a background on different
farming and ranching techniques
that built an understanding of how
industries work together.

RBLI workshops on résumé
building, creating LinkedIn accounts,
and pitching projects to investors
proved useful, and the tuition waiver
that accompanied the RBLI helped
him graduate debt-free, Riesen said.

“The impact RBLI had on me is
immense,” he said.

An agri-business career was
always a goal for Riesen, and taking
Business classes at CSC offered a way
to explore different opportunities
in the field. He said he found
influential mentors in Dr. Caitlin
Redden and Dr. Cassandra Ritzen,
and a knowledgeable and motivating
teacher in Dr. Ron Bolze with the
Rangeland Management program.

Looking back at his college
experience, Riesen is grateful for the
opportunities and resources that
CSC provided, and the connections
he established with faculty members
and other students.

“CSC did a great job of preparing
me for the work force,” he said.”|
would recommend CSC to anyone as
a top choice for their education.”

By George Ledbetter
Photo by Daniel Binkard

=

CSC a supportive place to be yourself,
Student Trustee says

At Chadron State College, students
benefit from personal attention and
a supportive environment that allows
them to explore their individual
interests without getting lost in
the crowd. For senior Christopher
Jennings, a pre-medicine major with
a music minor who graduated in May,
that kind of experience has made all
the difference.

“From athletics to music to
student leadership and community
involvement, CSC has supported
every aspect of my development,”
Jennings said.

A desire to continue participating
in the activities that he enjoyed
at O'Neill High School, including
football, track, speech, robotics, and
band, played a role in his decision
to attend Chadron State. Family ties
were also a factor. His grandmother
once worked as secretary to a college
dean and his mother and two aunts
are CSC alumni.

“In many ways attending CSC
felt like both a continuation of my
family’s legacy and a chance to shape
my own,” he said.

Athletic competition as part of
the Chadron State track and field
team has been an important part
of Jennings’' multi-faceted college
education.

“Being a student-athlete at the
NCAA Division Il level has taught
me just how much work goes into

success beyond regular practice,”
he said.“It requires a high level
of dedication, discipline, time
management, and commitment.”

Another of Jennings’ many
activities, his work as a graduate
athletic assistant for his hometown
high school, provided a way to share
those lessons with others, he said.

A musician since starting piano
lessons at age five, Jennings
studied with several different
teachers, participated in virtual
piano competitions, and while in
high school met Music Professor Dr.
Brooks Hafey at CSC's High Plains
Band and Choir Festival. Hafey has
been his piano teacher and an
important mentor over the past four
years, he said.

“(Dr. Hafey) has helped me reach
the best piano shape of my life,"
Jennings said.

Jennings' musical talents have also
developed as a trombone player
and section leader in the CSC Wind
Symphony under Dr. John Wojcik,
another of the professors he views as
a mentor.

Jennings also praised science
professors Dr. Mary Keithly, Dr. Joyce
Hardy, and Dr. Rachelle Rider for
their support of his academic and
extracurricular pursuits.

Last year, Jennings was appointed
as one of three student trustees on

Continued on page 16
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Spring 2025 Campus Scenes

Students engage in a sand volleyball tournament as part of the Spring Daze
Beach Please event in the Backyard, April 11, 2025. (Photo by Sydney Brown)

Wyatt Ellis performs a saxophone solo at the Jazz Ensemble Concert in the
Memorial Hall Auditorium, Feb. 3, 2025. (Photo by Sydney Brown)

Chadron State college retirees pose April 10, 2025, in the CSC Student
Center at the Employee Recognition Luncheon. From left, Dr. Mike Vog|,
Shellie Johns, Nancy Knaub, Valinda “Val” Malone, Dr. Kim Madsen, and CSC
President Ron K. Patterson. Not pictured: Dr. Matthew Evertson. (Photo by
Sydney Brown)

CHRISTOPHER JENNINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

the Nebraska State College Board of Trustees. The non-voting
position has been a way of informing other board members
about student activities and concerns, and advocating for
students’ needs, Jennings said.

Following graduation Jennings plans to study osteopathic
medicine in Kansas and become a rural family physician, a
career goal that he said Chadron State has helped prepare for.

“Not only through rigorous academic coursework, but also
by providing opportunities to grow through extracurricular

16 CHADRON STATE MAGAZINE

Jamie Weingart, standing, leads a StrengthsFinder Workshop for CSC
students in the Rural Business Leadership Initiative and Rural Health
Opportunities Program in the Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center
Atrium on Feb. 13, 2025. (Photo by Sydney Brown)

activities,” Jennings said. “These experiences have helped
shape me into a well-rounded individual and given me the
tools, confidence, and perspective | need to pursue my goals
and thrive beyond college”
By George Ledbetter
Photo by Daniel Binkard

Student-athletes having stellar seasons

Chadron State athletics experienced
success both in competition and the
classroom throughout the 2024-25
winter sports season, led by a trio of
individual All-Americans across three
different sports.

Redshirt junior Keegan Gehlhausen
earned national runner-up honors in the
184-pound bracket. Gehlhausen won a
regional championship and was one of
three men’s wrestlers, alongside Torry
Early and Cody Pinkerton, to qualify for
nationals.

At the national tournament,
Gehlhausen won his first three matches,
including two by major decision, plus
a significant semifinal victory over
a previously undefeated wrestler.
Gehlhausen lost in the national title
match to the two-time defending
national champion but became the
fourth CSC wrestler to make a national
championship match, joining Brett
Hunter (2007, 2009), Josh Majerus (2007,
2008) and Quen Campbell (2023).

For women'’s wrestling, Esther
Peters made program history. The true
freshman from McKinney, Texas, became
the first CSC women'’s wrestling All-
American by finishing in seventh place
in the 207-pound weight class. Peters
was one of four Eagles to qualify for
the national tournament, which will
move under the NCAA umbrella starting
next year after women’s wrestling
became certified as the NCAA’s 91st
championship sport.

Finally, track and field sophomore
Chayton Bynes earned All-American
honors at the NCAA Indoor Track and
Field Championships, placing seventh
in the triple jump. Bynes qualified for
nationals in two separate events, also
competing in the long jump, while

Continued on page 18

Keegan Gelhausen grapples with Owen Gudmendson of Simon Fraser Feb. 12, 2025, at an event hosted
by Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colo. (Contributed photo)

CSC wrestler Esther Peters has her hand raised after defeating Greensboro College’s Destiny Vaughans
the seventh-place match at the NCWWC National Championships in Coralville, lowa
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STUDENT-ATHLETES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

senior Christopher Jennings competed
at nationals in the weight throw.

Both men’s and women'’s basketball
teams tallied improved RMAC win
totals from the 2023-24 season.

Men'’s basketball qualified for its

third consecutive RMAC Tournament
appearance under first-year head coach
Chris Francis, finishing with a winning
record both overall (15-14) and in RMAC
play (11-9).

Men’s wrestling tied for second in
the RMAC with a 5-2 dual record, while

scoring at the RMAC Championships.

In the classroom, women’s wrestler
Shania Wear and women'’s golf Aubree
Heinsma each won the Summit Award,
the RMAC'’s highest academic honor
given to the student-athlete with the
highest GPA competing at each sport’s
championship site. Combined with
men'’s cross country athlete Kyle Shirley
winning in the fall, the Eagles now have
three Summit Awards as a department
this academic year.

The Eagles totaled 17 NWCA Scholar

men’s (nine) and women’s (eight)
wrestling programs. The Eagles had 10
basketball athletes make the RMAC All-
Academic Honor Roll, headlined by First
Team All-Academic selection Dalton
Peterson. Men’s and women'’s indoor
track combined for three First Team All-
Academic honorees with 26 additional
Honor Roll selections.

By Paxton Ritchey

women’s wrestling finished third in team  All-American awards between their

JOIN THE NEW EAGLE ATHLETIC CLUB

The Eagle Athletic Club is Chadron State College's new
home for those who support Chadron State Athletics. Here,
alumni, parents, fans, and community partners can come
together to strengthen every Eagle team across every sport.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE EAGLE ATHLETIC CLUB

The Eagle Athletic Club will provide financial support for
scholarships in programs where Chadron State Athletics is
lacking, assist in the planning of the NESTPYs - our student
athlete awards banquet - and continue to guide CSC
Athletics into the future of intercollegiate athletics and the
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference.

WITH MEMBERSHIP LEVELS STARTING
AT JUST $100, YOU CAN ENJOY:

* Exclusive perks, including early ticket access and
game-day benefits.

* Invitations to special events and alumni-athlete reunions.

» Recognition opportunities for those who lead the way.

* The pride of knowing you're
part of something bigger.

To make a donation today and begin
your membership, or for more info,
scan the QR code, or visit
chadroneagles.com and click "donate."

Getting to know women’s wrestling coach Taylor Summers

InJanuary 2025, the NCAA added
women’s wrestling, one of the fastest-
growing sports in the country, as its 91st
championship sport.

The decision moves women'’s wrestling
from within the Emerging Sports for
Women program into an officially
sanctioned collegiate championship
under the NCAA umbrella starting in 2026.
Chadron State’s program started in 2021.

Chadron State
alum Taylor Summers
('17) returned to
CSCin 2023 to take
over as the women'’s
wrestling head coach.
Summers now has
two seasons under
his belt leading a program that didn’t exist
when he competed as a men’s wrestler for
CSC

Sports Information Director Paxton
Ritchey talked to Summers about
what's next for the sport and the
program, and how Chadron has shaped
Summers’ journey across different roles,
responsibilities, and sports. Responses
have been edited for length and clarity.

Taking the women's wrestling job at
Chadron in 2023 meant transitioning
from being an assistant coach to
being a head coach and moving to
the women'’s side of the sport, which
differs from men'’s in many ways.
What was that transition like?

It was something different than

what | was used to. A team of 18- to

23-year-old men can be different than

women, but it’s actually similar in a lot
of ways. These young women want all
the same things the men want. They
want to be pushed and work hard,
they want a positive environment
with coaches that care about them,

and they want to learn and grow as
people. Ultimately, choosing to take
the job came down to revisiting why |
coach in the first place — to positively
impact as many people as | can
through the sport of wrestling.

How will becoming an official NCAA
championship sport impact women'’s
wrestling?

The NCAA adding women'’s wrestling

was huge. It's going to give these

women the platform they deserve

to showcase their craft on the

brightest stage. Wrestling has

grown exponentially since female

participation took off, and the NCAA

ruling will incentivize more schools

to add it. Now, many of these young

women will go on to have kids of their
own one day and be able to share
with them their love and knowledge
of the sport.

Being on the ground floor of
building a program and NCAA sport
can be both exciting and challenging.
Can you talk about how you're trying
to do that?

It's challenging to start from scratch,

but also a great opportunity to lay

down the foundation. There is no
tradition or history here at Chadron

State in women's wrestling yet, but

these women get to create that and

mold what being a CSC women'’s
wrestler looks like moving forward.

My job is to continue to find kids

that want to be part of the Chadron

community and what we are building

here.

This year was a big step forward for
your program, including CSC's first-
ever women’s wrestling All-American
(Esther Peters). What was most
rewarding this year?

[ think we were all able to enjoy some
of the fruits of our labor, finally. We
expect to be the best, and the women
are bought in. It's inspiring for our
wrestlers to have a teammate become
an All-American, especially with
Esther doing so as a true freshman.

It becomes evident that we can win
here and be successful when we do
things the right way. Not only does it
fuel our current wrestlers with belief,
but it shows future recruits that they

can accomplish their goals at Chadron

State.

You've been part of CSC athletics
as a student-athlete (2012-17), men’s
wrestling assistant coach (2017-18),
and head women'’s wrestling coach
(2023-present). How has Chadron
State and the Chadron community
shaped you along your journey?

My experience as a wrestler and

assistant coach taught me a lot

about myself. It highlighted a lot of
positive qualities that I've been able
to appreciate over time and helped
me learn things | needed to work on
to grow as a person.

Chadron has provided me everything

| am proud of today. My wife and |

met in Chadron and we now have a

beautiful family of our own. Without

them, the sport of wrestling, and
some great mentors along the way;, |
wouldn’t have that constant pursuit of
growth burning inside of me. | think
the drive to being the best husband
and father | can be mirrors who | am
as a coach today, and Chadron gave
that to me.

CHADRON STATE MAGAZINE 19



CLASS NOTES

'60s

Jack Needham '69, Raymore, Mo.,
graduated from Calvary University in Kansas
City with a Master of Arts in Bible and
Theology in May 2024 at age 78. He was the
recipient of the highest academic honors
and was awarded the honor of Who's Who
at Calvary and received the Theology Award
for outstanding achievement in the study of
Theology at Calvary.

'70s

Darrel McDonald BSE '72, SE '77, Lufkin,
Texas, retired as Professor of Geography at
Stephen F. Austin State University in January
2024.

Daniel Lynch ‘73, Kearney, was elected to
the Buffalo County Board of Commissioners
for District 4.

Randy Bauer BSE ‘74, MS '80, Chadron,
was honored for his service on the city’s Civil
Service Commission, which helps oversee
hiring police officers. He served on the
commission for 41 years.

Norma (Bork) Grant ‘74, Arlington,
Texas, retired in May 2025 after 50 years of
teaching.

Lawrence Gibbs ‘78, Gering, wrote a book
on the history of the sugar beet industry

in the North Platte Valley called “Nebraska
Sweet Beets, A History of Sugar Valley.”

‘80s

Michael Montgomery BA ‘80, MS "84,
SE '87, Eagle, retired as Superintendent of
Leigh Community Schools.

Lorrane McPherson MS '82, Tucson, Ariz.,
received a lifetime achievement award from

the Arizona Council for Exceptional Children.

John Flynn '83, Sutherland, retired after 26
years in the seed industry.

Kathleen (Gerhard) Gatch ‘86, Gering,
has operated her business, Buckboard
Therapeutic Riding Academy, for 28 years.

'90s

Jennifer (Ostendorf) Kragh ‘91, Krum,
Texas, completed her M. Ed. in special
education with a certification as an
educational diagnostician. She accepted

a position as an educational diagnostician
with the Denton County Special Education
Cooperative after 24 years as a special
education teacher.

Tim Heckenlively BSE '93, MS 99, Falls
City, retired in January 2025 after being
named Nebraska Rural Community School
Association’s superintendent of the year for
2023-24.
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Scott Schremmer '93, Chadron, was
honored for 30 years of service in the
Chadron City Parks Department.

Teresa (Theobald) Moore '95, Torrington,
Wyo., owns a tax and accounting office. She
is the president of the Wyoming Association
of Public Accountants and was recently
highlighted as Accountant of the Month
from the National Society of Accountants.

Tiffany (Heiser) Smith '97, Rapid City,

S.D., was awarded the AAF Black Hills Silver
Medal Award for her work in the advertising
community.

Kim (Phagan) Hansel '99, Douglas, Wyo.,
was awarded the Resource Parent Award for
building hope and making a difference in
the lives of children and families engaged
with the child welfare system.

Rick Hickstein, Jr’99, Chadron, was
honored for 25 years of service to the City of
Chadron where he is Chief of Police.

Michael “Bubba” Hladky '99, Gillette,
Wyo., led the Campbell County High School
boys' basketball team to their third 4A State
Title.

Doug Williams 99, Largo, Fla., retired
after 21 years as a special agent/criminal
investigator for the U.S. government.
He previously retired from the US Army
Reserves after serving 21 years.

'00s

Nathan Butler '00, New Castle, Wyo., was
promoted to assistant fire management
officer-operations for the Wyoming State
Forestry Division.

Kristin (Penlerick) Nuss ‘01, Cheyenne,
Wyo., was promoted to general counsel for
Taco John's International.

Derek Bauer ‘03, Chadron, was selected as
Chadron’s Employee of the Year for his work
as a school resource officer in the Chadron
Public Schools.

Marcus Dykes ‘05, Chadron, was named
news director at KCSR.

Dan Hughes '05, Volga, S.D., is the new
head football coach at Zimmerman High
School.

Tiffini (Pruitt) Britton '09, Mansfield, Texas,
completed her Ph.D. at Southern Methodist
University.

"10s
Bethany Jolliffe '11, Scottsbluff, is the new
principal at Westmore Elementary School.

Kyle Shepherd '12, North Platte, was
elected president of the board of directors
for the Central Nebraska Public Power and
Irrigation District.

Matt Majkrzak MS "14, Elkhart, Wisc., took
his Northern Michigan University men’s’
basketball team to their second GLIAC
championship in three years punching their
ticket to the NCAA tournament.

Josh Redden MBA 14, Chadron, is the new
principal at Hemingford High School.

Ryan Province '18, Kearney;, is Assistant
Principal and Athletic Director at Logan
View Schools.

Robert Raker '18, Rapid City, S.D., is CEO
and General Manager of West River Electric
Association.

Tristin “TD” Stein '19, Alliance, is an
assistant coach for the Nebraska Shrine Bowl
North team in 2025.

'20s

Julie (Timmerman) Proskocil ‘20, Kearney,
works for Community Action Partnership of
Mid-Nebraska.

Dominic Badura '20, Omaha, acquired his
EMT license.

Jackson Dickerson ‘20, South Sioux City,
will teach PE and Health at Chadron High
School next year.

Devin Fulton 20, Casper, Wyo., is the
Student Life Coordinator at Casper College.

Kalli Feddersen ‘21, Gering, is co-head girls’
basketball coach at Gering High School. She
also teaches PE at Northfield Elementary.

Michael DeCamillis '23, Westminster,
Colo., is head wrestling coach at Niwot High
School. He also teaches science and helps
coach the football team.

Daniel Reynolds 23, Laramie, Wyo.,
continues his track and field career

while attending graduate school at the
University of Wyoming where he finished
an undefeated 2025 indoor season in
weight throw by winning the national
title at the NCAA Indoor Track and Field
Championships in Virginia Beach.

MARRIAGES

"10s
Will Pope BSE '14, MS '17, Omaha, married
Catherine Paulson July 27, 2024.

Danni Hinman '15, Chadron, married Cole
Sittig Sept. 21, 2024.

Annie Johnson '17, Goodland, Kan., married
Austin Roknian Oct. 5, 2024.

'20s
Wyatt McMillen '20, Lodgepole, married
Abbie Brott Sept. 28, 2024.

Martina Juhlin '20, Crawford, married
Robert Lemmon Sept. 28, 2024.

FUTURE EAGLES

'00s
Karson Dean (KD) to Chris Watt MS ‘07 and
Hastings, Sept. 19, 2023.

"10s
Beau Dean to Kylee Polsley '15 and Holly,
Tacoma, Wash., Jan. 12, 2025.

20’s
Waylan William to Lindsi Osborn ‘21 and
Jared Willey, Gering, Nov. 20, 2024.

Bexley Tony to Blaine Flack '23 and Hayden
Wilkins, Crawford, March 20, 2025.

OBITUARIES

Former Faculty
Dr. Robert Doxtator, Lincoln, died March
16, 2025.

Dr. James Sheaffer, Scottsbluff, died Feb.
3,2025.

'50s
Jay Green '52, Golden, Colo., died Feb. 8,
2025.

Frances (Covic) Hull ’52, Centennial, Colo.,
died Jan. 28, 2025.

Charles Robert “Bob” Cook '53, Scottsdale,
Ariz., died Feb. 19, 2025.

Nancy (Kuska) Dresher ‘56, Vancouver,
Wash., died Apr. 19, 2025.

Edward Henschel '57, Chamberlain, S.D.,
died Jan. 5, 2025.

Patrick Clarke BSE ‘58, MS 61, Billings,
Mont., died Feb. 19, 2025.

Larry Lemons ‘59, Loveland, Colo., died
April 14, 2025.

Bilse Robinson 11’59, Albion, died Aug. 22,
2023.

LaVetta Snyder '59, Benkelman, died April
15,2025.

'60s

Mary (Hanks) Hood ‘60, Morrill, died March
23,2025.

Lorraine (Senlycki) Spears ‘60, Champlin,
Minn., died March 2, 2024.

Joe McKay ‘62, Kalispell, Mont., died Jan. 1,
2025.

Gary Campbell '63, Cheyenne, Wyo., died
March 19, 2025.

Robyne (Ball) Keane ‘65, Gering, died Feb.
16, 2025.

Dan Hersh '66, Ord, died Nov. 30, 2024.

Ruth Ann (Wilson) Connell BSE '66, MS
'73, Chadron, died March 9, 2025.

Lauretta (Mulloy) McLaughlin ‘67 Alliance,
died July 25, 2024.

Carol (Mohler) Petersen '67, Alliance, died
Dec. 13, 2024.

Margaret “Marge” (Lehl) Thomas MS '68,
North Platte, died June 3, 2024.

Thaddeus “Ted” Kalinowsky ‘68, Parker,
Colo., died June 7, 2023.

Marsha Eppert ‘69, Ankeny, lowa, died May
4,2024.

June (Boyles) Leider BSE '69, MA '74,
Mitchell, died March 14, 2024.

'70s

Richard “Dick” Bennett ‘70, Elwood, died
April 6, 2025.

David Andrick 71, Alliance, died Feb. 21,
2025.

Lyle Melchior '71, Sidney, died Jan. 17, 2025.

Bruce Bayless '72, League City, Texas, died
Feb. 25, 2024.

Stephen Greenhalgh '72, Scottsbluff, died
Nov. 28, 2024.

Joyce (Cook) Schomp ‘72 Chamberlain,
S.D., died Apr. 20, 2025

Clara (Potter) Larsen 73, Scottsbluff, died
July 6,2024.

Lois (Mathewson) Gustafson ‘73, Dix, died
Dec. 21, 2024.

Max Revell '77, Kimball, died Jan. 16, 2025.

Betty (DeWitt) Norgard '78, Crawford, died
March 13, 2025.

Donna (Robertson) Hascall '79,
Bridgeport, died Dec. 24, 2024.

Mark Bullington 79, Torrington, Wyo., died
Dec. 18, 2024.

Leonard Hartman MS ’79, Alliance, died
Nov. 29, 2024.

‘80s
LaVonne (Wagner) Pieper MS 80, Gering,
died Jan. 18, 2025.

Karleen (Sander) Gramberg MS '81,
Chadron, died Feb. 24, 2025.

Antonio Escamilla ‘83, Cheyenne, Wyo.,
died Jan. 24, 2025.

Allen Knott MS '83, Gering, died Jan. 11,
2025.

John Shimek '86, Greeley, Colo., died Dec.
12,2024.

Roseanne “Annie” Rezac ‘88, Cody, Wyo.,
died March 31, 2025.

'90s
Mark Sheets '90, Alliance, died April 11,
2025.

Betty (Wineteer) Holwell MS '91,
Springfield, Mo., died March 10, 2024.

Norman McConnell '92, Alliance, died May
5,2024.

James Agler '93, Hay Springs, died Jan. 7,
2025.

Barbara (Smith) Mecklem MS '94, Lyman,
died June 27, 2024.

Jamie Dick '97, Firestone, Colo., died Feb.15,
2025.

Matthew Ripp ‘97 Wood River, died Apr. 13,
2025

Carolyn Bennett ‘99, Hemingford, died
Nov. 12, 2023.

'00s
Kimberly (McDermott) Rubottom ‘00,
Scottsbluff, died Feb. 7, 2024

Rebecca Martin '04, Alliance, died Dec. 20,
2024.

'10s
Jennifer MacKay 11, Sidney, died Dec. 26,
2024.

Update your
contact information

The Chadron State Magazine is
published twice per year by the
Alumni Office.

Contributors for June 2025 Edition
Daniel Binkard Alex Helmbrecht
Sydney Brown Scott Kruger
Tena L. Cook George Ledbetter
Brandon Davenport Paxton Ritchey
Dewayne Gimeson SuAn Schreuder

Please forward address changes to:
CSC Alumni Office, 1000 Main St.,
Chadron, NE 69337 or alumni@csc.edu

CSCis amember of the Nebraska State College System.

Issues of the Chadron State Magazine can be found at
www.csc.edu/alumni

Cover photo: Students then and now walk the CSC
campus. (College Historical Photo and photo by
Daniel Binkard)
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ALL ALUMNI
REUN: ON

WEEKEND

JOIN THE CELEBRATION

All Alumni Reunion is open to all
CSC alumni, but we extend a special

COME HOMETO CHADRON STATE! invitation to those celebrating their

5th, 10th, 25th, and 50th reunions.
The Chadron State Alumni & Foundation Office invites

Chadron State College alumni to the 2025 All Alumni 2020 | 2015|2010 | 2005
Reunion during CSC Homecoming, Sept. 26-27. Join 2000 | 1995 | 1990 | 1985
us and reconnect with Chadron State. Don't miss this

chance to make new memories on campus! 1980 | 1975|1970 | 1965

For more information go to III CHADRON SIATE

www.csc.edu/alumni/events AxLUMNI



