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Dear Alumni and Friends,

From my family to yours, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

| am excited to share two new traditions we have started at
Chadron State College. At our recent Winter Commencement, we
unveiled the Presidential Medallion and Ceremonial Mace. Both
objects symbolize leadership, academic authority, and respect for
the rich cultural heritage of the land we occupy. These pieces honor
our history, celebrate our traditions, and reflect CSC’s values.

The medallion is adorned with the names of all 12 CSC presidents
who have helped shaped this institution’s journey since 1911.The
mace, with its blending of Native American and Eurasian influences,
pays tribute to the many communities and stakeholders whose
stories and traditions inspire our mission.

While these symbols are beautiful and meaningful, they also serve
as a reminder that Chadron State College’s traditions and values are
not demonstrated by objects alone, but also through the actions
and dedication of people. Alumni and friends provide enduring
support, fanfare, and fond memories. Students bring optimism,
determination, and a drive to succeed and contribute. Employees
foster teaching and learning, embrace innovation and continuous
improvement, and serve as lifelong mentors and colleagues. So, as
we reflect during this season of gratitude, | am honored to be part of
a community that holds CSC dearly. Together, we ensure our mission
of providing accessible, affordable, and high-quality education
thrives.

A college campus is truly a remarkable place where individuals
from all walks of life come together to live and learn. Based on what
| have seen and experienced during my time at CSC, our students,
employees, and proud alumni are working well together to shape a
brighter future.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to Chadron
State College. Here's to another year of growth, success, and
meaningful connections. Soar Eagles!

Respectfully,

oA Dp—

Dr. Ron K. Patterson, President




Hill receives art education award

Chadron State College alumna
Carissa Hill received the Frances
Thurber Pre-Service Student of the
Year award at the 2024 Nebraska
Art Teachers Association (NATA) Fall
Conference in McCook, Nebraska. A
May 2024 graduate, Hill teaches grades
6-12 at Southwest Public Schools in
Bartley, Nebraska.

Hill was nominated for the
award by her cooperating teacher,
Millicent Butler of Hemingford Public
Schools. She completed an extensive
submission process, which included
submitting her résumé, portfolio, and
an essay on her teaching philosophy.
The Frances Thurber award is
presented annually to a standout
pre-service NATA member who has
recently completed student teaching,
demonstrating excellence in college-
level art education.

Reflecting on the recognition, Hill
shared her gratitude.

“l am deeply humbled to receive this
award. It's an honor to have my hard
work recognized,” she said.

She credited mentors
like her high school
art teacher,

Chelsea Zuege,

her cooperating
teachers, and her
CSC Art professors,
Trudy Denham,

Mary Donahue,

and Laura Bentz,

for shaping her
philosophy and
approach to teaching.

Hill aims to inspire her
students to value creativity
as a life skill, underscoring its
importance in problem-solving.

“My goal as an art educator is to
provide experiences for students to
express individuality,” she said. “l want
them to know creativity will serve
them in countless ways.”

Hill plans to grow the art department
at Southwest Public Schools and
eventually pursue a master’s degree in
art education. She encourages future
educators to build supportive

Chadron State College student Carissa Hill poses
with the Frances Thurber Pre-Service Student of
the Year award at the 2024 Nebraska Art Teacher
Association Fall Conference Award Ceremony on
Friday, Oct.11, in McCook, Neb. (Courtesy photo,
used with permission)

networks, noting how essential
her connections have been to her
development as a teacher.

“Find mentors who will build you up
and help guide your journey of teaching,”
she said.

Stay connected: Update your contact information and share your story

The Chadron State Alumni and
Foundation Office wants to celebrate
your accomplishments, invite you to
alumni events, seek testimonials, and
more. To do that, we need your correct
contact information and updated
information on your post-CSC life.

Whether we help you find old friends
(or help them find you), invite you to
exclusive alumni events, or engage in
ways that directly benefit CSC students,
ensuring we have your current details
makes it all possible.

Our alumni family and community of
supporters love hearing others’ success

stories and updates. Our ability to
reach you to talk about your CSC
experience and post-CSC life helps
us share stories and testimonials
that inspire both Chadron State
students and the college’s many
supporters. That's why we'd love it if
you'd regularly update your contact
information and share about your life
after graduation.

Here’s how you can update your
contact information and stay in
touch. Your active participation in this
process will help us keep our alumni

community vibrant and connected.

Use our online
form to submit
changes to your
contact information
or life events (e.g.,
birth of a child,
further education, marriage, etc.).

UPDATE YOUR INFO.

www.csc.edu/alumni/stay-connected/
update-your-information

Contact our office by phone at
308-432-6366 or alumni@csc.edu.

Mailing address:

Chadron State Foundation

P.O.Box 1210

Chadron, NE 69337

NOBODY KNOWS

THE VALUE

OF CSCLIKE YOU DO.

Your experience and success at Chadron State College make
you an excellent ambassador for our future students. Help the
Admissions Office identify students who would thrive with
CSC's high-quality education, dedicated faculty and staff, and

vibrant community.

Recommend these future students today!

Contact Tracy Welsh, Interim VP for Enrolilment Management
308-432-7030 | csc.edu/admissions
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Students, alumni, and staff help make Christmas play a reality

Current students along with a graduate of the CSC
Theatre Department produced a Christmas comedy in early
December. Junior Riley Perry of Box Elder, South Dakota, and
alumna Halle Smith of Wheatland, Wyoming, co-directed the
show. “The Ultimate Christmas Show (Abridged)”focused on
three people as they rushed to recreate the parts of no-show
entertainers.

Perry and Smith said they learned much about themselves
through the unusual experience.

“It's been difficult being in charge of my friends and my
peers. It’s also been different because we have had to rely on
our best judgment rather than consult a professor,” Perry said.

One of the biggest challenges the directors had to

overcome was keeping personal feelings separate from the

work atmosphere. Smith and Perry wanted to make sure
their critiques and suggestions would not negatively affect
their relationships with the cast and crew.

“All of the cast members worked very hard to earn their
parts before even jumping into the production process,’
Smith said. “We created a lot of hilarious moments in the
show by building off of each other’s ideas.”

Smith and Perry’s love for theatre kept them motivated.
Perry dedicated up to 24 hours a week to costume and
prop construction and maintenance and keeping rehearsals
on track. Although Smith works full-time, she spent many
nights and weekends preparing for the production.

Other volunteers included CSC alumni Jerret Bucholtz and
Levi O'Dell, CSC employees Christine Fullerton and Christian

Miller, and Chadron State Foundation Development Officer
Brandon Davenport.

Perry said she knew the play would only be possible if
students took charge, so she proposed the idea to Dean of
Liberal Arts Jim Margetts.

“| wanted to prove that we could do this on our own,”
Perry said.

The experience allowed the students to overcome difficult
circumstances and find ways to make things work despite
uncertainty.

“I had to rely on my other tech and acting experiences,
and trust Halle and my actors to make the best decisions
when | didn’t know what to do. | learned thatl am
stronger than | thought | was. When | started, | was
terrified, and didn't know what to expect, but | became
excited and thrilled to put the show in front of an
audience,” Perry said.

Smith is grateful she had the opportunity to workin a
department that meant a lot to her while attending college.

“It may have taken a lot of time, but it was worth the
outcome,” she said.

Perry and Smith encourage students who may face a
similar situation.

“Fight for the things you love and never let anyone tell
you it's not important,” Perry said. “l am grateful for this
opportunity because | am an elementary education major
with an endorsement in theatre. | am going to teach and
direct theatre one day, so | am glad | got to try it out.”

By McAye Fegler

Cast members Isabella Ashley, left, Reidun Hammer, and Olivia Freeze star in
the student-led production of “The Ultimate Christmas Show {Abridged)”in
December 2024. (Photo by Daniel Binkard)



Fernau thanks donors for helping
him catch his dream

When Josh Fernau, a senior of Chadron, enrolled at Chadron
State College, he wanted music to be part of his career, but
he wasn't sure about being a music educator. Despite that
hesitancy and being a drummer, he recently agreed to give
piano lessons to a young man with a neurological disorder.

He shared his experience with volunteers during the
Chadron State Foundation’s Fall Fund Drive.

“Three years ago, if you had asked me to do this, | would
have said, | am not prepared. I'm not able. There's no way!
Now, I'm there every week. | have the skills. | have the
confidence. | have everything | need to teach him,’ Fernau
said. “And that’s because of my CSC professors, my friends,
my peers, and everyone who's helped me fall in love with
everything about teaching music.”

Fernau said his student was struggling one day and Fernau
was able to help him play through the piano piece.

“He just lit up and said, 'Wow, that was awesome, and so |
challenged him to go home and work on it,” Fernau said.

Fernau received a text from the student’s mother saying he
was playing the piano continually.

“The other day, he said, Josh, because of you, | love music,”
Fernau said. “Have you ever had a dream come true that you
didn’t even know you had? | didn’t know | needed this in my
life. To see his spark, his smile, his love for music like | have,
and my family has”

He said the enlightening episode would not have been
possible without scholarships and financial aid.

“To me and many others, it is the difference between
achieving dreams or not. Somewhere, there is a kid who's
going to love music like | do, maybe even more, and | could be
the one who shows him that. | thank donors to scholarships
for making this possible. You are my dream catchers,” Fernau
said.

By Tena L. Cook
Photo by Daniel Binkard

Minnesota native thrives in
wildlife management program

While visiting colleges in the region, Morgan Halquist of
Henderson, Minnesota, met others who said she should
consider Chadron State College because of the positive
reputation of the Rangeland Wildlife Management program.

“linstantly fell in love with the small campus environment
and everything it offered. | agree that it is the treasure chest of
Nebraska,” she said.

Halquist serves as vice president of the Rangeland Club and
has been involved with CSC's Wildlife/Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation (RMEF) Club’s partnerships with other agencies.
She has also volunteered with the Nebraska Game and Park
Commission’s deer check station for two years.

Another hands-on opportunity for Halquist and her
classmates was when they deployed trail cameras on the
Oglala National Grassland for swift fox surveys. They checked
the stations to collect memory cards, replace batteries, and
rebait the scent lures with skunk essence.

A third example of her involvement was volunteering with
the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies at the Chadron State Park
bird banding station this fall.

She has built her professional network by attending the
Society for Range Management (SRM) and The Wildlife Society
meetings. Attending the annual SRM meeting in Sparks,
Nevada, involved a 28-hour train ride through the Rocky
Mountains, where she and other CSC students saw wildlife in
remote terrain.

When she graduates from CSC, she plans to work for the
Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or
a similar agency.

“This will allow me to work closely with wildlife and
their habitats, ensuring their future. My career will focus
on preserving wildlife and their habitats and raising public
awareness. Through my work, | hope to ensure that current
and future generations can fully appreciate and enjoy the
outdoors and the diverse wildlife it supports,’ she said.

By Tena L. Cook
Photo by Daniel Binkard
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Colorado educator Brandon Hall addresses graduates and their guests at
Chadron State College’s Winter Commencement in the Chicoine Center on
Dec. 13, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)

Kennady Stack of Chadron smiles as she and the other graduates leave the
Chicoine Center following the 2024 Winter Commencement ceremony Dec.
13, 2024. (Photo by Sydney Brown)

Speaker shares stories,
encourages graduates
to share their own

Nearly 160 Chadron State College
graduates were recognized during Winter
Commencement in the Chicoine Center.

The opening moment of reflection was
offered by Alyssa Springer of Indianola,
Nebraska, and the closing moment of
reflection was offered by Harley Rhoades
of Douglas, Wyoming.

Brandon Hall, a 22-year Marine
Corps veteran and Colorado educator,
delivered a commencement speech to
the graduates that blended personal
anecdotes, life lessons, and a call to
embrace life’s unpredictable journey.

Hall, who earned his teaching degree
in secondary education from Western
Colorado University, expressed gratitude
for his time at a small Division Il college,
crediting it with providing him with a
personalized education and a sense of
belonging.

“We share a bond, you and |," Hall
said while recalling his undergraduate
experience.“It taught me the value of a
personalized education and made me
feel seen and heard in a way that shaped
who | am today.”

He thanked the graduates for staying
in the fight and encouraged them
to embrace life's unexpected twists,
challenges, and opportunities.

“We need you and your wisdom now
more than ever,” he said.

By College Relations

Chadron State College Winter Commencement in the Chicoine Center on
Dec. 13, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)

Asia Graham of Newcastle, Wyo., right, receives her diploma from Nebraska
State College System Chancellor Paul D. Turman, left, during Chadron State
College’s Winter Commencement in the Chicoine Center on Dec. 13, 2024.
(Photo by Tena L. Cook)

Decorated mortar board at the 2024 Winter Commencement Ceremony in
the Chicoine Center on Dec. 13, 2024. (Photo by Sydney Brown)
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Chadron State College’s Faculty Senate President Dr. Matt Brust holds the
new ceremonial mace at the opening of Winter Commencement in the
Chicoine Center on Dec. 13, 2024. (Photo by Tena L. Cook)
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“I have always felt that I got
a very balanced education
from CSC that gave me
the opportunity to be
exposed to more than just
specialized learning.”

— Jennifer Brown

Chadron community, hospital benefits from Brown'’s leadership

It took only one visit to Chadron as
a high school student for Creighton
native Jennifer (Pritchett) Brown
to decide to attend Chadron State
College.

“After my first visit to Chadron, |
knew this was where | wanted to be,
said Brown, a 2000 graduate with a
degree in business and marketing.

Seventeen years later, her degree,
and the additional CSC classes she
took while working and raising a
family, were part of the résumé that
brought Brown to her current position
as Chief Financial Officer at Chadron
Community Hospital.

Brown, who was recently recognized
with Nebraska Hospital Association’s
Caring Kind Award for her dedication
to compassion and excellence in
healthcare, said she values the broad
scope of the classes she took at
Chadron State.

“I have always felt that | got a
very balanced education from CSC
that gave me the opportunity to be
exposed to more than just specialized
learning,” said Brown, now in her
seventh year working at the hospital.
“My CSC degree has been incredibly
helpful throughout my career.”

Brown met her future husband,
Bryan, in a science class at Chadron
State. The couple married shortly
following graduation, but had decided
they would remain in the community if
job opportunities became available.

Immediately after receiving her
degree Brown took a job at a local
financial firm. That's where she
discovered an affinity for accounting,
and one year later she began taking
one class per semester at CSC to
prepare for the Certified Professional
Accountant exam. In addition to their
jobs and her classwork, the couple

were busy raising their two children.
After seven years of classes Brown took
and passed the CPA exam.

“Living in Chadron and having
access to classes while working full
time offered me a great opportunity,’
Brown said. “When | went back for my
accounting classes | was able to learn
in the classroom and apply it on the
job simultaneously, which was truly
the most impactful way to learn.”

Brown worked with the Chadron
financial firm for 17 years in a variety of
positions, from administrative assistant
to staff accountant, supervisor,
and manager. Her duties included
bookkeeping, auditing, meeting with
clients, and handling estates and
trusts.

In 2017 Brown accepted the position
at Chadron Community Hospital,
where her CFO responsibilities include
developing and implementing
financial strategies, budgeting, as well
as forecasting and collaborating with
the board of directors and executive
team.

The Caring Kind Award also
recognizes Brown for her collaboration
with colleagues. Brown said the award
is flattering but her contributions to
the hospital may be equaled by those
of the frontline staff of caregivers.

“I'm thankful to be a member of
such an amazing team,” she said.

While she enjoyed working in public
accounting, Brown said she also finds
satisfaction in her job at the hospital.

“| love working in the healthcare
industry,” she said. “We have a huge
responsibility to serve our patients
when they need us the most and | love
being part of that big picture”

Brown and her family have deep
connections to Chadron State. She first
came to CSC with her close cousin,

Mindy (Prichett) McBride.

“Venturing 300 miles from home
was a little easier with my best friend
by my side,” she said.

Brown’s husband, a Big Springs
native and 2000 graduate of CSC's
Education program, is now in his 21st
year teaching at the Wolf Creek School
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. His two
older brothers also attended Chadron
State and the couple’s daughter,
Sydney, is a recent graduate who now
works at the college.

Brown isn’t the only Chadron
hospital executive with a tie to
Chadron State College. Following
the departure of the hospital’s Chief
Executive Officer in February, Brown
was appointed as interim CEOQ, but that
position has now been filled by Sean
Wolfe, another CSC alumnus, through
a collaboration with a community
hospital in McCook.

“He has been an enormous asset
to our facility,” Brown said.“This is a
great example of Nebraska hospitals
working together for everyone's
benefit.

Brown said her experience shows
that earning a degree at Chadron State
can be a path to a satisfying career in
the local area.

“I feel so fortunate to have been able
to make Chadron our home and to
have had the opportunity to complete
my original degree, as well as further
my education,’ she said.”l love being
part of the Chadron community,
including participating in the Fall Fund
Drive to help students receive the
assistance they need to be afforded
the same opportunities that my family
and | have had/”

By George Ledbetter
Photo by Daniel Binkard




Woodhead credits teammates as he enters College Football Hall of Fame

Danny Woodhead officially became
the first Chadron State player inducted
into the College Football Hall of Fame
with his inclusion in the 2024 class at
the National Football Foundation (NFF)
Awards Dinner Dec. 10 in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

Woodhead, a two-time Harlon Hill
Trophy winner with the Eagles in 2006
and 2007, was part of a group of 19
former college football players and three
coaches to join the Hall of Fame ranks.

“I don't see it as myself going in the
Hall”Woodhead said.”l feel like there’s
100 other dudes coming in with me.
My lineman, my receivers, the defense
that got us the ball back. None of the
8,000 yards is possible without good
teammates and good coaches around
you. I'm blessed to represent Chadron.”

The North Platte, Nebraska, native
ended his career as college football’s
all-time leading rusher across all
divisions and to this day holds the
career rushing record for Division Il. In
four years in a Chadron State College
uniform, Woodhead racked up 7,962
career rushing yards and 9,480 all-
purpose yards while adding 109 career
touchdowns, including a streak of 38
straight games scoring a TD.

“l always wanted to be as good as |
could be,"Woodhead said.“l had a lot
of confidence in my abilities, but it was
never about thinking ‘this week, | hope
| get five touchdowns. | never thought
that way. | wanted to be the best player |
could be to help the team succeed.”

Chadron State went 35-11 during
Woodhead’s career as an Eagle, a tally
that included back-to-back RMAC
Championships and NCAA Tournament
appearances in 2006 and 2007.

“l wanted to win a national
championship,”Woodhead said. “That
didn’t end up happening, but we still

Danny Woodhead was inducted into the National Football Foundation College Football Hall of Fame in Las
Vegas, Dec. 10, 2024. (Photo courtesy of National Football Foundation)

had two of the best teams in Chadron
State history.”

Woodhead is in exclusive company
with his induction. According to the
College Football Hall of Fame, less than
two one-hundredths of a percent (.02%)
of the individuals who have played or
coached college football have earned
Hall of Fame induction.

A former NFF Scholar-Athlete during
his playing career, Woodhead is now one
of 44 NFF Scholar-Athlete recipients to
go on to be inducted into the NFF Hall of
Fame.

While Woodhead's induction focused

solely on his collegiate achievements,

he went on to have a successful 10-year
career in the NFL, proving the ability of
Division Il players to compete at the next
level.

“I would recommend the Division Il
experience all day,”Woodhead said.

Woodhead played with the Jets,
Patriots, Chargers, and Ravens,
accumulating 2,238 NFL rushing yards
and 2,698 NFL receiving yards, including
a touchdown reception from Tom Brady
in Super Bowl XLVl in 2012.

Previously, Woodhead was inducted
into the Nebraska Football Hall of Fame
in 2018 and the Chadron State College
Hall of Fame in 2023.

CHADRON

STATE COLLEGE
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consecutive games of
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consecutive games of
rushing for 100+ yards

Danny Woodhead

Chadron State College
congratulates Danny
Woodhead on his induction
into the National Football
Foundation Hall of Fame




Successful fall season
for CSC Athletics

The Chadron State Eagles athletic
programs have been soaring through
the Fall 2024 semester, with several
notable achievements in competition,
in the classroom and in the community.

Senior defensive lineman and former
All-American Hunter O'Connor became
Chadron State’s all-time career sack
leader with 35.5 career sacks, breaking
a record set by alumnus Casey Beran.
The Eagles’ football team had a strong
defense throughout the season,
finishing second in the RMAC in fewest
yards allowed and third in fewest
points award.

Volleyball authored some
memorable moments, including come-
from-behind five-set home victories
over rivals South Dakota Mines and
Black Hills State. Women's rodeo
competitor Brooke McCully currently
leads the NIRA regional standings in
breakaway roping at the conclusion of
the fall season.

Winter sports are in full swing. Itis a
new era for Chadron State basketball,
with first-year CSC coach Chris Francis
on the men’s side and second-year
CSC coach Travis Brewster, a former
two-time Big Sky Coach of the Year, on
the women’s side. The two basketball
programs swept South Dakota Mines
to open RMAC play in early December.

Chadron State men’s wrestling will
seek to defend its RMAC title from
spring 2024. Redshirt junior Keegan
Gehlhausen won the UNK Open and
placed fifth at the Midwest Classic
at 184 pounds, two of the largest
college wrestling tournaments in the
country. Women'’s wrestling hosted the
Chadron State Women'’s Open in early
December, with freshman Esther Peters
winning the 207-pound title.

Alondra Hernandez receives a serve during a match this fall at the Chicoine Center. (Photo by Angie Poitra)

Men’s wrestling coach Brett Hunter
headlined a nine-person induction
class into Chadron State’s Athletic Hall
of Fame. Hunter, a two-time national-
champion at CSC as a student-athlete,
was one of five wrestlers in the class,
joining fellow national champion Josh
Majerus, wrestlers Mark Pfeifer, Devlon
Webb and Matt Weingart, football
players Paul Schweger and John Strand
and track athletes Stacy Langemeier
Girard and Mary Wells-Hobbs.

Chadron State’s 12 NCAA programs
have combined for a cumulative
3.35 GPA across all rostered student-
athletes, with 11 programs above a 3.0.

Cross-country athlete Kyle Shirley
earned the RMAC Summit Award, the
conference’s highest academic honor,
while volleyball’s Kendyl Kirkwood
and football’s Brodie Eisenbraun, Peter
Krohn, Hunter O’Connor and Logan
O’'Brien all earned RMAC First Team

All-Academic recognition across their
respective sports.

Chadron State athletes have also
been active in the community. Men'’s
basketball started “High Five Fridays,”
visiting local elementary schools
during recess. The schools returned
the favor on December 16, when over
600 elementary and middle schoolers
received free tickets and brought the
noise as CSC defeated Central Christian
College 107-50.

Women'’s basketball has also
partnered with the Mahpiya Luta
school, which serves Lakhota (Sioux)
children in Pine Ridge, South Dakota
and whose alumni includes current
CSC guard Allison Richards. Nearly
every CSC program has participated in
hosting free kids clinics on Wednesdays
for members of the community.

By Paxton Ritchey

Sanders, Morgan, and Kirkland honored as distinguished alumni

Chadron State College celebrated its
Homecoming in mid-October and as
part of the festivities the Alumni and
Foundation Office recognized three
graduates and presented the Family Tree
Award to the Studnicka family.

Alyssa Sanders and Ryan Morgan
were each named Distinguished Young
Alumni, while Dr. Jake Kirkland Jr. was

awarded the Distinguished Alumni
Award.

Sanders, a Dalton,
Nebraska, native,
graduated magna cum
laude in 2016 with a
bachelor’s degree in
communications. She

began her career as a
Deputy State Fire Marshal for Nebraska,
where she managed statewide safety
programs and was integral during
disaster responses. She later transitioned
to the Nebraska Military Department,
coordinating state emergency
response efforts and serving as a Public
Information Officer. Sanders now works
for HDR Engineering, contributing

to infrastructure projects through

strategic communications and project
management. Beyond her professional
achievements, Sanders serves as a
volunteer firefighter and emergency
medical technician.

Morgan, a 2005
graduate with
a bachelor’s in
science, has carved
a successful path in
the energy industry.

o

at Chadron State, he demonstrated

During his time

exceptional leadership, earning the
Platinum Eagle Award and serving as
Student Senate President. After obtaining
a master’s degree in geophysics from the
University of Wyoming, Morgan joined
Occidental Petroleum Corporation,
where he now serves as Vice President
and Senior Director of Exploration.
Morgan has led innovative restructuring
efforts and guided teams through

major transitions and acquisitions. His
career highlights include contributing

to more than $600 million in exploration
opportunities and achieving record
production levels in the Gulf of Mexico.

Kirkland, a
1973 graduate,
has dedicated his
career to education,
counseling, and
diversity advocacy.
He holds advanced
degrees in Educational/Counseling
Psychology and Adult Education from
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
His career includes roles in career
services and academic counseling at
UNL and the University of Nebraska-
Omaha. He has been an advocate
for multiculturalism, chairing the
Nebraska Counseling Association’s
Human Rights Committee for more two
decades. In his community, Kirkland
has been a member of the Lincoln
Chapter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
since 1988 and served on the Voter
Registration Outreach Committee for
five years. He has also assisted with
the annual Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
Youth Rally for nearly 20 years and
volunteered with the Cornhusker State
Games and Big Brothers and Sisters.

Reconnect, Reminisce, and Rediscover the Eagle Spirit

Throughout the year, the Chadron State Alumni & Foundation Office hosts various gatherings to connect alumni,
reminisce about our shared experiences, and support Chadron State's ongoing success. Join us to share memories and

celebrate the Eagle spirit.

Spring 2025 Alumni Events

Lincoln: Feb. 20
Omabha: Feb. 19
Chadron: March 5

Scottsbluff/Gering: March 26

| FRENN

Broken Bow: April 10
North Platte: April 11
Casper: April 25
Homecoming: Oct. 24-25
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Visit www.csc.edu/alumni/events for more information



Baily impacting track athletes at UGA and abroad

The most consequential phone call of
Ryan Baily’s life came in just the nick of
time.

Former CSC football and track coach
John Reiners was on the other end of
the line. Baily, a Scottsbluff native,
had already sworn into the Marine
Corps and was days away from
reporting for boot camp, but Reiners
was calling to offer Baily a spot on
Chadron State’s track team.

Reiners overnighted an acceptance
letter from Chadron State through
the mail so that Baily could provide it to
his Marine recruiters in time for Baily to
officially become an Eagle.

Baily never went back to the military,
and he never looked back in track,
building a foundation at Chadron State
that eventually led him to become a
conference champion athlete, head
coach, and a personal coach for multiple
Olympic athletes.

Baily won a conference championship
in the decathlon with the Eagles and
graduated with a bachelor’s from
Chadron State in 2003.

“I fell in love with competing,” Baily said.

“I really wanted to learn the events. It was
almost more important to me to learn
and understand them than it was to be
successful at it

That mindset led Baily to embark on
what became a decorated coaching
career. He earned his first shot at being
a head coach at Western Colorado
University before returning to his alma
mater to lead the Chadron State track
program from 2009-14. The Eagles had
five combined indoor and outdoor
second place finishes at the RMAC
Championships during Baily’s five-year
tenure.

Baily then moved on to the Division |
ranks, spending 10 years as an assistant

coach at Colorado State University. As
someone who rose through the ranks
from coaching at NAIA to Division Il
to Division |, Baily is cognizant of the
differences between levels of college
athletics.

“It's not that your work is ever less, it's

just where you spend your time,” Baily

said.“Coaching at Chadron was a little bit
of everything... you're doing your own
travel, you learn how to tape ankles. The

best coaches I've ever worked with, to this

day, came from Division Il because they
candoitall”

Baily now coaches multi-events,
pole vault and jumps at the University
of Georgia, where he mentors several
athletes who contend for national and
even Olympic championships.

He coached UGA high jumper Elena
Kulichenko to an NCAA title and a
seventh-place finish in the Paris 2024
Olympic Games for Cyprus within
months of one another. Cyprus's Olympic
federation paid for Kulichenko to fly
back out to Georgia in the leadup to the
Games to train with Baily.

Baily was also present in Paris to coach

Estonia’s Jannick Oiglane, who placed fifth

in the decathlon. Baily began coaching
both athletes at UGA.

Although his coaching has taken him
around the world, Baily says his biggest
life lessons have still come from western
Nebraska.

“Growing up in western Nebraska and
going to Chadron, you learn how to be
tough and deal with adversity in different
ways,” Baily said.“The friends you make at
Chadron are genuine, and you have them
for the rest of your life. That, and the hard

work ethic | learned, got me to where | am

today.”’

By Paxton Ritchey

These photos show University of Georgia Assistant
Track and Field Coach Ryan Baily working with
athletes Elena Kulichenko and Jannick Oiglane.
Both athletes competed for their respective
countries at the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris
and Baily, a CSC alum and former CSC track and
field coach, coached both athletes during the
summer games. (Photos Courtesy of UGA Sports
Communications)
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CLASS NOTES

'70s

Rick Samuels BSE ‘70, MS '74, Salem, S.C.,
has written three books of poetry “Dark
Country...Poetry of the High Plaines,”

“The Grandchildren Leave Tomorrow” and
“Throwing Sticks at Recess...Poems from the
School Yard.”

Gwen Reed '74, Gillette, Wyo., is the vice
president of the Wyoming State Board of
Nursing.

Duane Fritz '78, Cozad, made the ballot for
the 2025 College Football Hall of Fame.

Richard Moore ‘78, Marquette, was named
2024 Administrator of the Year by the
Nebraska School Counselors Association.

'80s

Laurence “Larry” Carpenter ‘81, Green Bay,
Wisc., retired after 40 years as an audiologist
in September 2024.

Kim Engel '87, Scottsbluff, was recognized
by the Panhandle Business and Professional
Women as Woman of the Year for her service
as the Director of Panhandle Public Health
District for the past 21 years.

'90s

Laura (Snow) Hagen '90, Rapid City, S.D.,
retired after 30 years in music education in
May 2024. She continues to teach private
music lessons and work as an EMT.

Jerry Mack BSE '90, MS 00, Chadron, was
named the 2025-26 Nebraska high school
principal of the year by the Nebraska State
Association of Secondary School Principals.

Dean Finnerty ‘91, Wheatland, Wyo., is the
head rodeo coach at LCCC in Cheyenne.

Heidi (Briggs) Lowthorp ‘91, Sidney, lowa,
along with her husband Scott, was inducted
into the Fremont County 4-H Hall of Fame.
Heidi has been employed by the extension
service since 2007.

Scott Schremmer '93, Chadron, was
elected and inaugurated as president of
the Nebraska State Volunteer Firefighters
Association.

Wendy Waugh MBA 95, Lincoln, was
appointed as interim president of Peru State
College in October.

Lynn Webster "97, Chadron, received the
Award of Merit from the Nebraska State
Volunteer Firefighters Association.

'00s

Jennifer (Pritchett) Brown ‘00, Chadron,
was recognized at the Nebraska Hospital
Association’s annual convention with

the Caring Kind Award highlighting

her dedication to compassionate care,
collaboration with colleagues and
commitment to excellence in healthcare.

Nicholas Hoff ‘00, Sidney, Mont., owns
Hard Charger Performance Specialties LLC
an engine building and repair business that
boasts the only engine dynamometer in
Montana.

Edward Welsh ‘04, Rapid City, S.D., has been
a park ranger at Badlands National Park since
2012. He has been researching a recently
discovered genus of a small hornless deer.
He has also discovered a new species of a
cat-like carnivore and located one of only
two fossilized insects discovered in the White
River Badlands.

Dr. Jennifer (Warriner) Green '04, Haslett,
Mich., received Michigan State University's
College of Natural Science Graduate
Academic Advisor Award for the 2024-25
academic year.

Katrina “Katie” (Mitchell) Parks '06,
Chadron, is the city clerk for the City of
Chadron.

Carrie Haskell ‘08, Rapid City, S.D.,

was named the 2024 Unsung Hero of
Marketing award winner for her work as
the communications strategist at Black Hills
Energy.

Travis Connot ‘08, Valentine, received a
national award for the River Manager of the
Year 2024 for his work as a natural resource
program manager on the Niobrara National
Scenic River.

"10s

luliia (Protopop) Tetteh MBA 10,
Bloomington, lll. is an associate professor

of agribusiness at Illinois State University.
Her students recently placed firstin the
undergraduate section of a competition held
at the IFAMA Global Student Case in Almeria,
Spain.

Amanda Pintore ‘11, Chicago, published a
book, “Theatre and Dance with Children as
Artistic Partners.”

Jon Marquez 13, Lincoln, directs the Lincoln
Lutheran Choir, which was invited to perform
at the Nebraska Music Educators Association
2024 Fall Conference.

Lt. Col Shannon Eskam 14, Lexington, Va.,
was promoted to assistant superintendent
for strategic enrollment management/
director of financial aid at Virginia Military
Institute.

Dana (Anderson) Cardwell 15, Mitchell,
received the Young Careerist award from the
Panhandle Business and Professional Women
in recognition of her accomplishments as a
young, upcoming leader. She is the director
of instruction and a prekindergarten teacher
at Community Christian School in Scottsbluff.

Jacob Rissler BA "15 MBA ’17, Alamosa,
Colo., was named vice president of
advancement at Adams State University in
August 2024.

Dr. Daniel Regier '15, Manhattan, Kan., is a
general surgery specialist at Stormont Vail
Health.

Kassie (Van Diest) Geiger '16, Nelson,
joined the Superior Police force in May.

Dr. Garret Dockweiler 17, Chadron, joined
the medical staff at Chadron Community
Hospital in September.

Kaley Ness '18, Aberdeen, S.D., is head
softball coach at Northern State University.

Clinton Wright '18, Ada, Okla., is an
assistant professor of Art & Design - Media &
Communications at East Central University.

'20s

Dinema Mate '20, St Paul, Minn., is a level 1
early development intensive development
intensive development behavior intervention
consultant at Ainga Mental Health
Consulting.

Courtney (Smith) Espinosa ‘20, North
Platte, is an English teacher at Callaway
Public Schools.

Brittni (McCully) Bradley '21, Mullen, is
the 2024 Nebraska State Rodeo Association
breakaway roping and all-around champion.

Jennifer DeBord MS '21, Kearney, is the new
elementary principal at Axtell Community
Schools.

Madyson Schliep ‘22, Alamosa, Colo., is the
sports information director at Adams State
University.

Steve Murdock MBA 22, Erie, Pa., is vice
president corporate internal audit officer at
Erie Insurance Group.

Sydney Brown 23, Chadron, is a public
information specialist in College Relations at
Chadron State College.

Gavin Harold ’'23, Sutherland, is a third
grade teacher at Wilcox-Hildreth Public
Schools.

Christi Sioux Bob '23, Pine Ridge, S.D., is the
head cross country coach at Mahpiya Luta
School.

Carissa Hill '24, Imperial, received the Frances
Thurber Pre-Service Student of the Year award
at the Nebraska Art Teachers Association

fall conference. She teaches grades 6-12 at
Southwest Public Schools in Bartley.

MARRIAGES

"10s
Tierra Snyder "18, Superior, married Austin
Nordorf April 6, 2024.

Colt Foster BA 19, MBA '21 and Mickenzie
Brennan '20, Alliance, married June 8, 2024.

'20s

Samantha Rahmig ‘20 and Logan
Tiensvold ‘22, Rapid City, S.D., married July
20, 2024.

Dylan Koretko '22 and Camryn Klein '22,
Walden, Colo., married Sept. 28, 2024

Tallyn Simpson 22, Maxwell, married Nolan
Hammond June 1, 2024.

Daniel Dunbar ‘23 and Teagan Westimier
married Sept. 7, 2024.

OBITUARIES

Former Faculty & Friends

Margaret “Peg” Hammitt, widow of Dr.
Jackson Hammitt, Rapid City, S.D., died Nov.
15,2024.

Dr. Ron Miller, Chadron, died July 2, 2024.

Dr. Robert Penor, Chadron, died Aug. 17,
2024.

Josephine Struempler, widow of Dr. Art
Struempler, Fort Collins, Colo., died July 18,
2024.

Sue Vastine, Chadron, died Nov. 4, 2024.

Dr. William Winkle, Madison, Wisc., died
Aug. 15, 2024.

'50s
Henry Meter '52, Gering, died July 2, 2024.

Carol (Doell) Zeman Brookins att. ’52,
Clear Lake, lowa, died May 29, 2024.

Harry Jackson att. ‘54, Valentine, died Oct.
4,2024.

Bryan Bourne att. '56, Colorado Springs,
Colo., died May 27, 2024.

Joseph Lytle '57, Rapid City, S.D., died Oct.
24,2024.

Larry Redfern '57, Chadron, died Nov. 13,
2024.

Norma (Konrath) Wilson '58, Jackson, Wyo.,
died Oct. 22, 2024.

'60s

Curtis Linse '60, Papillion, died June 13,
2024,

Karl Krieger '60, Cheyenne, Wyo., died Aug.
14, 2024.

Mike Crawford att. '60, Chadron, died Sept.
3,2024.

John Forsythe BSE ‘61, MS '71, Scottsbluff,
died Oct. 27, 2024.

Dee Ann (Dishman) Linse '61, Papillion,
died July 26, 2024.

Betty (Nissen) Robison ‘61, Casa Grande,
Ariz., died Nov. 16, 2024.

Buford Williams ‘63 and wife Benita,
Scottsbluff, died Sept. 3, 2024.

Kenneth Parish ‘63, Omaha, died June 9,
2023.

Nina Knight ‘64, Soldotna, Ak., died Oct. 19,
2024,

Betty (Powell) Moffatt ‘64, Crawford, died
Sept. 24, 2024.

Carol (Hollstein) Kearns '65, Lincoln, died
June 18, 2024.

Larry Matthesen BSE ‘65, MS '71, Custer,
S.D., died Dec. 5, 2024.

John William “Bill” Miller BSE '66, MS "90,
Fort Worth, Texas, died Nov. 8, 2024.

Gena (Grandstaff) Hoffmann BSE ‘67, MS
'66, Longview, Texas died Oct 5, 2024.
Imogene (Brown) Horse BSE ‘67, MS 70, SE
'79, Chadron, died Oct. 29, 2024.

Margery (Gorst) Curtiss ‘67, Greeley, Colo.,
died July 11, 2024.

Anthony Gamble '68, Conroe, Texas, died
June 26, 2024.

Stanley Martin ‘68, Scottsbluff, died June 9,
2024.

Dr. Robert “Butch” Hanlon ‘69, Omaha,
died Aug. 7,2024.

Raymond Johnson '69, Banner, Wyo., died
Nov. 19, 2024

Larry Wineteer '69, Decatur, Texas, died May
3,2024.

Colleen (DeWitt) Harvey BSE '69, MS '89,
Chadron, died Oct. 15, 2024.

'70s
Rick Contant BSE '70, MS "84, Torrington,
Wyo. died Nov. 11, 2023.

Verl Petsch, Jr. MS '70, Torrington, Wyo.,
died May 27, 2024.

Darien (Kindle) Anderson ‘71, Redmond,
Ore., died Apr. 1, 2024.

Harvey Knaub 71, Torrington, Wyo., died
July 15, 2024.

Keith Lemons '72, Lusk, Wyo., died Sept. 22,
2024.

Randall Riggins ‘72, St Louis, Mo., died July
14, 2024.

Larry Strasburg ‘72, Ogallala, died Sept. 15,
2024.

John Fadden Il '73, Kimball, died July 15,
2024.

Ronald Halstead ‘73, Douglas, Wyo., died
Aug. 3, 2024.

Linda (Claus) Bobell ‘75, Murphysboro, llI.,
died Sept. 11, 2024.

Veronica (Walters) Miller ‘76, Albion, died
Oct. 5, 2024.

Barbara Ball '76, Fort Collins, Colo. died
Sept. 5,2024.

Dr. Richard Brown ’77, Grand Island, died
Aug. 1,2024.

Cecelia (Neumann) Allison '77, Stapleton,
died April 15, 2023.

Leonard Hartman MS ’79, Alliance, died
Nov. 29, 2024.

Jolene (James) LaBore '79, Maxwell, died
July 23, 2024.

'80s
Wilma (Sternhagen) Eaton ‘80, Chadron,
died Dec. 6, 2024.

Bernanrd “Nick” Lecher ‘84, Port St Lucie,

Fla., died June 4, 2024.

Karen (Olivigni) Davison '85, Lincoln, died
July 29, 2024.

Carol Parvin ‘87, Gering, died Nov. 5, 2023.

Jo Anne (Johnson) Fisher BSE ‘88, MA '93,
Crawford, died Aug. 25, 2024.

Delores (Gasseling) Cotant Farrrar ‘89,
Hemingford, died Nov. 6, 2024.

'90s
Barbara (Schoenfelder) Britton '90,
Crawford, died Sept. 7, 2024.

Donna (Undem) Lehman 95, Maxwell, died
June 5, 2024.

Christi (Rhoades) Boettcher '97, Brush,
Colo., died July 9, 2024.

'00s
Sylvester “Les” Hellevang MS '03, Gillette,
Wyo. died Aug. 21, 2024.

'10s
Daniel Opferman '18, Cheyenne, Wyo., died
Aug. 11,2024,
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Don Beebe Golf Classic

31st Anniversary

Memorial Day Weekend, 2025

Practice your swing, grab that new club
you've been wanting, and keep an eye on the
Foundation website for the chance to register
for the 2025 Don Beebe Golf Classic!

csc.edu/foundation

A Chadron State student will be calling to hear
about your college experiences and to discuss
how you can make a difference in the lives

of current students. Consider a gift to fund
scholarships and campus services that give
students the tools to reach their full potential.

CSC Phonathon, February 5-March 2, 2025





