Chadron State College

Teacher Work Sample  (Pilot)
TWS Objectives

Candidate will demonstrate the following competencies:

1. the ability to collect, aggregate and display data related to student learning (pre-assessment and post-assessment);

2. the ability to plan and/or adjust instructional plans based on data; 

3. the ability to deliver instruction based on instructional plans; and

4. the ability to reflect on and improve instruction based on data and experience.

Tasks and procedures
The candidate will:

1. Design an instructional sequence (at least 2 consecutive lessons) appropriate for the content area and level of students.  Lessons may be: 1) related to the candidate’s unit prepared for elementary block or secondary special methods classes, or 2) designed for a particular class during the teacher intern experience.

2. Design and administer a pre-assessment to students.

3. Aggregate and analyze data.  Describe analysis process and conclusions reached.

4. Adjust instructional plans based on pre-test data.

5. Deliver instruction; reflect on instructional delivery and document.

6. Design and administer a post-assessment to students.

7. Aggregate and analyze data.

8. Construct a data display showing both pre-test and post-assessment data.

9. Write a reflective commentary on the whole process, focusing on how data was used to shape instruction.

Project Elements

The candidate will present the following elements at the mid-point or end of the teacher intern experience for evaluation. Professional semester faculty will evaluate the project using the attached rubric.

1. Title page, including name, school district site, class name and level, date, and Chadron State College.

2. Table of contents, including the sections of your TWS document with page numbers.

3. Instructional setting/contextual factors.  (Suggested length:  1-2 pages)

 In your description, include:

· Community, district and school factors.  Address geographic location, community and school population, socio-economic profile, and race/ethnicity.  You might also address such things as stability of community, political climate, community support for education, and other environmental factors.

· Classroom factors.  Describe grade/level, subject, and/or curricular area.  Address physical features, availability of technology equipment and resources, and the extent of classroom involvement.  You might also discuss other relevant factors such as classroom rules and routines, grouping patterns, scheduling and classroom management.

· Student characteristics.  Address student characteristics you must consider as you design instruction and assess learning.  Include factors such as age, gender, race/ethnicity, special needs, achievement/developmental levels, culture, language, interests, learning styles/modalities or students’ skill levels.  You should address students’ prior knowledge and skills that will influence the development of your learning goals, instruction, and assessment.

· Instructional implications.  Address how contextual characteristics of the community, classroom, and students impact instructional planning and assessment.  The description may also include information such as whether the material is being drawn from the candidate’s unit plan or from materials developed for the specific class under the direction of the cooperating teacher.  

4. Assessment plan. (Suggested length for narrative: 1 page, plus examples of assessments) Include:

· pre- and post-assessments that are aligned with your learning objects and appropriate for level and subject area.  Clearly explain how you will evaluate or score pre- and post-assessments.  State what criteria you will use to determine if the students’ performance meets the learning objective.  Include evidence of pre- and post-assessments (copies of the assessments or prompts and student directions) and criteria for judging student performance.  The pre-test and post-test should be the same or equivalent instruments for purposes of data comparison.

· formative assessments used to determine student progress during the lessons.  The formative assessments could include oral questions and answers (checking for comprehension), worksheets, games, and assignments.

· Description of data analysis of pre-assessment data. (Suggested length: 1-2 pages) After administering the pre-assessment, analyze student performance relative to the learning objectives.  Depict the results of the pre-assessment in a graph or chart, indicating the students’ progress toward each learning objective.  Describe any adjustments/modifications you will make in the instructional plans based on the pre-assessment data.  

· Description of data analysis of post-assessment data. (Suggested length: 1-2 pages) Describe the data and how it illustrates student performance on lesson objectives.  Include data display (graphs, etc.) that show the pre-assessment and post-assessment results in a format that allows easy comparison of the results.

5. Instructional plan.  Develop instructional plans for at least 2 consecutive lessons.  The lessons may be spread over more than 2 class periods and/or days.  

· Learning objectives.  List the learning objectives (not the activities) that will guide the planning, delivery and assessment of your lessons.  Provide justification for your choice of learning objectives.  Justification should be based on the appropriateness for specific class/students, school’s curriculum, and alignment with local, state or national standards.

6.  Instructional Decision-Making, Reflection, and Self-Evaluation. (Suggested length 2-3 pages).  Use the lesson reflection questions to guide your reflection and responses. 

· Provide at least four examples of instructional decision-making based on pre-assessment data and on students’ learning or responses during the lessons.  Describe what you did and clarify why these actions would improve student progress toward the learning objectives.

· Describe two instructional strategies and activities that contributed most to student learning.  Describe why you think these strategies and/or activities were effective in helping your students reach the learning objectives of the lessons.

· Describe what you believe were the two greatest barriers to learning for your students in this unit.  Focus only on factors you can affect as a teacher.

