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Range Students Study Abroad in Argentina

Ten students from the
Rangeland Management
program spent the first two
weeks of January in north-
ern Argentina observing
agricultural, rangeland, and
wildlife management prac-
tices there. We also took
advantage of numerous
cultural and educational

opportunities. Heather Mil-
ler of Hay Springs, Erika,
Lloyd and Cyndie Backes of
Bushnell, Margo Larsen of
Springview, Michelle Miller
of Minatare, Hadley Hill of

Imperial, Bailey Wise of
Keensberg, Co, Jenita
Qualm of Ericson, and Ben
Jech of Rushville accompa-
nied Eloisa Oporto Leiva a
graduate student from Ar-
gentina and myself, Profes-
sor Chuck Butterfield.

The group left on the
infamous New Year's Eve
blizzard after plenty of dig-
ging out. We then spent
New Year's in the Miami
Airport and over the Atlantic
Ocean. We arrived in Bue-
nos Aires and then spent
the next day and one-half
touring the La Recoleta
Cemetery where many pres-
idents and historic figures,
such as Eva (Evita) Peron,
important to Buenos Aires
history are buried. Sunday
our group toured the Pink
House or  Government

House and shops and street
vendors of San Telmo then
had dinner in the Palermo
Neighborhood.

The next day we traveled
to Villa Mercedes with our
great bus driver Mariano. In
Villa Mercedes the day start-
ed out with an orientation
session to the region by
Diego Steinaker and two
other researchers at the lo-
cal INTA research station.
From there we traveled to
the Cactus Feeders feedlot.
This is a branch feedlot from
the Texas Cactus feeders.
Here we saw a very modern
and automated feeding op-
eration. From here we trav-
eled to two ranches on the
Pampas and looked at
different ranching opera-
tions on native grasslands.
Diego and his associates
also taught us about the
ecology of the region, their
research, the threat to the
rangelands by farming, and
a little on the remaining
wildlife like the Pampas
deer.

The next day we traveled
to the San Luis Hills, a low
mountainous area that pro-
vided a change in vegeta-
tion. We toured a forestry
reserve where we had the
opportunity to hike the ar-
ea, do some horseback rid-
ing, and have a wonderful
lunch prior to winding our
way off of the hills on a very
narrow switchback road to
Villa Dolores.

Thursday was a full trav-
el day through many re-
gions dominated by farming

and ranching to the town of
Santiago del Estero. The
following day we met up
with Dr. Carlos Kuntz anoth-
er INTA researcher where
we learned about brush
control efforts in the region
using mechanical methods
and prescribed fire. These
treatments are often fol-
lowed by reseeding of the
areas to non-native species
such as weeping lovegrass.
This was followed by anoth-
er fantastic wood fired bar-b
-que. Saturday was another
great day of bonding in the
bus as Mariano took us to
Corrientes along a very
scary single lane of concrete
with mud shoulders and lots
of trucks on it.

After a night in Corrien-
tes we traveled to an Estan-
cia (ranch) that is a tradi-
tional farm/ranch, but has
adapted to an ecotourism
focus. While wildlife conser-
vation is not a priority for
many in Argentina San Juan
Poriahu has found a niche
here in offering a very nice
place for people to stay and
then adventure out on to
the Estero to view wildlife.
The Estero is basically a very
large wetland/inland lake
with floating mats of vege-
tation and grazeable areas.
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Anibal Ponce
“cuffing” Alex Gomez
-the criminal during
our Living in the
State of Poverty
simulation.

Dr. Norma Nealeigh with
conference participants
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Living in the State of Poverty...

We did it again! We creat-
ed a simulated world within
the confines of the Student
Center Ballroom on February
18th. It was the State of Pov-
erty and approximately 30
families were created among
the participants - each re-
quired to conduct the obliga-
tions of life within 4 - 15 mi-
nute ‘weeks’ of time. Services
were provided by another 15
participants who volunteered
to become teachers, bankers,
mortgage lenders, ecumeni-
cal leaders, social service
workers and other vital neigh-
borhood entities in the “Land
of Poverty”. One very
‘successful’ criminal resided in
our community and frequent-

The ‘club’ has become a
workhorse this year! Very
able and enthusiastic leader-
ship among a strong senior
class has brought the group
to the forefront on campus
happenings. Each month
there have been activities to
support the campus or bring
opportunities for professional
development to the mem-
bers. Contributions to a local
food pantry and sponsorship
of an upcoming blood drive
are examples of the benevo-
lence provided.

Earlier in the fall, several
members used their culinary
talents to plan, prepare and
serve a delicious meal for par-
ticipants of the Elderhostel
event hosted by CSC. Other
fundraising events have prov-
en successful, including a re-
cent online Tastefully Simple
sales party. They hosted a
delightful holiday luncheon
and arranged a White Ele-
phant gift exchange. The La-

ly eluded the very capable
‘volunteer’ policeman. Anibal
Ponce, FCS Nutrition and
Foods major “cuffing” Alex
Gomez, an international stu-
dent from Venezuela.

Each time the whistle
blew, family members scram-
bled to accomplish the vari-
ous tasks at hand, complicat-
ed or assisted randomly by
the ‘good fortune’ or ‘bad
luck’ cards that were dealt by
co-facilitator of the event, Ms.
Jamie Goffena. Carla Mahar,
Extension Research and Edu-
cator from Duel County
brought the simulation and
lead the orientation and the
valuable ‘debriefing’ experi-
ence following our strenuous

The Delzell FCS Club

dies Night Out and Early
Childhood Conference - in-
cluding ‘Living in the State of
Poverty’ were large events
that put our program in the
‘spotlight’ - literally and fig-
uratively! Plans to facilitate
the 2nd annual Eagle Cook
Off competition during our
Scholastic Contest are under-
way for April 1st. Ms. Bethany
Seifert has developed the
basic strategy and is refining
the tasks for assistants to
make the event even more
enjoyable for all participants
as well as the many specta-
tors who may want to share in
the event.

Additional events are
planned for the coming
weeks, including a field trip
for members to the Fort Col-
lins and Denver region to take
advantage of cultural and
educational opportunities -
and yes, some shopping, too!
Several members will also
travel to Cedar Falls, lowa

month of life in poverty. All
participants left the experi-
ence with both greater empa-
thy and understanding of the
constraints of poverty and
challenges faced by those
enduring this condition.

Chadron State College
and the FCS program are very
grateful to the Nebraska
Council on Economic Educa-
tion for providing funding to
make this activity ‘free’ to all
participants.

Dr. Yvonne Moody
Professor, Family & Consumer
Sciences

April 8 - 9th to participate in a
regional AAFCS conference
with their advisor, Dr. Moody
and Dr. Nealeigh. Ms. Saman-
tha Fields will share her re-
search and development
‘design’ project “Re-DL”
along with Nealeigh and
Moody in a brief curriculum
sharing session as well as dis-
play at a booth for student
presenters.

Observation of “One Day
Without Shoes” will be held
during the annual Spring
Daze events on campus. We
are hoping to host a “High
Heels — 50 foot Dash” or race
along with the “Flip-flop
Fling” competition this year in
addition to bringing attention
to the health conditions of
shoeless populations. Join us
‘virtually’ if you  wish:
www.onedaywithoutshoes.com

Dr. Yvonne Moody
Professor, Family & Consumer
Sciences



22nd Excellence in Early Childhood Conference
Once again a Success!

The 227 annual Excel-
lence in Early Childhood
Conference was held on Sat-
urday, February 19, 2011 co-
sponsored by Chadron State
College Family & Consumer
Sciences program was once
again deemed a success.
Some 480 individuals from
across the region - Nebraska,
South Dakota, Wyoming and
Colorado - enjoyed the pre-
conference and conference
events.

The two day event in-
cluded a preconference Liv-
ing in the State of Poverty
simulation sponsored by
Chadron State College Fami-
ly & Consumer Sciences pro-
gram and the Nebraska
Council on Economic Educa-
tion. Students, conference
participants, families and
community members active-
ly participated in the simula-
tion of real life experiences
families encounter in the
world today.

Friday evening David
Roth, internationally recog-
nized musician, author, per-
former and keynoter enter-
tained students, children and
families at a free concert ti-

Dr. Kim Madsen, CFCS,
recently participated in a

tled “Here We Are - A Musi-
cal Welcome with David
Roth”. On Saturday, David
presented participants op-
portunities to build a com-
munity through humor and
song as well as practice their
skills as “Practice makes Pro-
gress.”

Dr. Cheryl Charles, co-
founder of the Children’s
Nature Network with Richard
Louv, offered a warm wel-
come to conference partici-
pants on Saturday morning
as she spoke on Reconnect-
ing Children to Nature. Dr.
Charles presented her re-
search findings on “The Ecol-
ogy of Hope” for connecting
children and nature for their
health and well-being. She
provided participants nu-
merous examples of outdoor
designs and natural settings
that support opportunities
for children to explore and
discover the world of Nature
as well as evidence on the
importance for children us-
ing real things to learn.

Cultural sensitivity and
discovering our bias’s was a
focus of Dr. Tonia Durden'’s
message both in  her

breakout session and key-
note address. “We teach
Who We Are” provided par-
ticipants a powerful image of
ordinary people who do ex-
tra ordinary things for oth-
ers. She encouraged partici-
pants to “always ask them-
selves what can | do to cre-
ate a better learning envi-
ronment for children.” Make
a mark on the world that is
yours and yours alone!

The preconference and

conference were offered for
college credit, Continuing
Education Units and Profes-
sional Development Units.
“Goody Baskets” were given
as door prizes and were pro-
vided by conference co-
sponsors and some 22 ven-
dors from the community
and area. A complete list of
Conference CO-sponsors,
presenters, and vendors is
available on the website
www.csc.edu/ecc

Dr. Kim Madsen, CFCS
Professor, Family & Consumer
Sciences

Dr. Kim Madsen, CFCS
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Dr. Kim Madsen, Dr. Cheryl
Charles, David Roth

Dr. Kim Madsen, CFCS

Rayna Waggener, CSC
Students Jennifer
Martinovich with child
care providers

Dr. Tonya Durden, UNL,
Keynote Presenter
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